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2005 | IN REVIEW

… I can’t help wondering 
whether chronic Nintendo 
playing, posting to blogs 
or checking Google news 
or stocks several times a 
day can give a person a 
commercialized version of 
attention deficit disorder.”

— Susan Houde-Walter
January 2005

I Read It in OPN… 
[ Excerpts and Highlights from 2005 ] 

Compiled by Patricia Daukantas

December is often a time to reflect on the passing year. 
As 2005 draws to a close, the OPN staff would like 
to remind our readers of some of the fun, interesting, 
insightful (and sometimes just plain weird) facts and 
quotes that have graced our pages this year. We hope 
you enjoy them the second time around, and we send 
you our warmest wishes for a safe and happy New Year.

The fact that the breath of patients 
suffering from certain diseases is char-
acterized by a specific odor has been 
well known since the time of Hip-
pocrates: the fruity aroma of acetone, 
for example, is related to 
untreated diabetes, while 
the fishy smell of sulfur 
compounds is an 
indication of liver 
impairment.

— Manfred Murtz
January 2005

“ The first use of the word “zap” in science 
fiction appears to be by P.F. Nowlan: 
“Ahead of me was one of the golden drag-
on Mongols, with a deadly disintegrator 

ray … Br-r-rr-r-z-
zzz-zap.” The quote 
is from Nowlan’s 
story “Armageddon 
2419 A.D.,” which 
appeared in the 

pulp sci-fi magazine 
Amazing Stories in 1928.

— Stephen R. Wilk
March 2005

In 2003, the United States generated about 
four trillion kWh of electricity. Present-day 
photovoltaic technology could generate this 
amount of electricity in 104 km2—which is 
only 3 percent of the area of Arizona!

— Sarah Kurtz and Daniel Friedman 
June 2005

The octopus needs eyes that can focus light five times 
more strongly than human eyes, since it lives in water, 
which has a much higher index of refraction than air.

— Eric J. Lerner
February 2005

“Fusion of all the deu-
terium extracted from 
one cubic kilometer of 
seawater could generate 
the same energy as the 
combustion of all the oil 
reserves in the world.”

—  L.J. Waxer et al.
July/August 2005
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Spotter planes have located fish 
schools by the bioluminescence they 
stimulate. World War II aviators have 
relied on the illuminated wakes of 
aircraft carriers to find their ship at 
night, while planes and ships used 
bioluminescence to locate and track 
enemy ships and submarines.

— Michael Latz and Jim Rohr
October 2005

David Doubilet

Today, even the most 
imaginative propulsion 
system driving an 
interstellar spacecraft  
would require several 
hundred years of travel  
to reach the nearest stars 
that could have life-
supporting planets.” 

— Jim Breckinridge and  
Chris Lindensmith

February 2005

Afghanistan is the most 
heavily mined country 
in the world, with more 
than 30 million mines laid 
during the Soviet invasion 
and in excess of 10 million 
mines reportedly still 
littering the landscape.”

— Col. Barry L. Shoop
April 2005

Astronauts first tested laser links between 
the ground and space in the mid-1960s, 
but the links weren’t demonstrated between 
satellites orbiting the Earth until 2002.

— Jeff Hecht, May 2005

[Defense] Department  
laboratories expect to lose  

13,000 scientists and engineers over  
the next decade, primarily due to the 
looming retirement of baby boomers.

—  Tom Price 
September 2005

South Africa spends about 1 percent 
of its gross domestic product on sci-
ence and technology.

— Richard C. Powell and Elsa Garmire
October 2005

Up until 1977, scientists had not known 
about the existence of over 50 percent  

of the biomass of this planet.

— Emory Kristof
October 2005

The teacher suggested [U.S. Rep.  
Vernon] Ehlers become a physicist, 
too, adding that he would need to 
acquire a Ph.D. to be really successful. 
“Being extremely naïve,” Ehlers re-
membered, “my response was: ‘What’s 
a physicist?’ and ‘What’s a Ph.D.?’ He 
explained it to me, and I said ‘OK.’” 
So Ehlers decided to get his Ph.D. 
without ever having taken a college 
course in physics.

— Tom Price 
November 2005

Combustion research is 
what can enable electric 
power to remain available 
at the wall plug, and for 
people to have access to 
efficient, reliable forms of 
transportation with mini-
mal environmental impact.”

— Mark Linne and James Gord
November 2005
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“ Scripps Institution of Oceanography, Univ. of Calif., San Diego

U.S. Air Force, Tech. Sgt. Ben Bloker


