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OSA Hosts Professional 
Development Events
OSA is sponsoring a student profes-
sional development program that 
enlists prominent science professionals 
to share practical career advice with 
students. Th is year’s lectures held at 
CLEO included topics such as how to 
write a resume, develop eff ective net-
working skills, present a technical paper 
and prepare for life after graduation.

Th e 2005 featured speakers were 
Carl Selinger, an industry consultant, 
who discussed “Stuff  You Don’t Learn 
in School;” a conference overview brief-
ing by Anthony Johnson of the Center 
for Advanced Studies in Photonics 
Research; a post-doc workshop with 
Ray Gamble of the National Research 
Council; and an educational work-
shop called “How to Give a Technical 
Presentation” by Alan Willner of the 
University of Southern California. Th is 
year’s program included 140 student 
participants. 

For more information, please con-
tact KiKi L’Italien at klital@osa.org.

CALL FOR PAPERS

Optical Amplifi ers and 
Their Applications (OAA) 

June 25-28, 2006 
Whistler, B.C., Canada
> Submission Deadline: 
 February 9, 2006, noon EST
www.osa.org/oaa

Coherent Optical Technologies 
and Applications (COTA)

June 28-30, 2006  
Whistler, B.C., Canada
> Submission Deadline: 
 February 9, 2006, noon EST
www.osa.org/cota

[ On the Horizon ]

[ Student News ][ Publications ]

Laser Applications to Chemical, Security 
& Environmental Analysis (LACSEA)

February 5-9, 2006 | Incline Village, Nevada
> Hotel Reservation Deadline: January 5, 2006
> Pre-Registration Deadline: January 17, 2006
> Postdeadline Paper Submission Deadline: 
 January 18, 2006, noon EDT
www.osa.org/lacsea

Photonic Metamaterials: 
From Random to Periodic

June 5-8, 2006 | Grand Bahama Island, The Bahamas
> Submission Deadline: February 7, 2006, noon EST
> Hotel Reservation Deadline: May 2, 2006
> Pre-Registration Deadline: May 12, 2006
www.osa.org/meta

[ Susannah Lehman (slehma@osa.org) is 
OSA’s publications coordinator. ]

Faris

OSA welcomes the following new editors:

Virtual Journal of 
Biomedical Optics 

>> Gregory Faris of 
SRI International was ap-
pointed the founding Editor-
in-Chief of OSA’s fi rst virtual 
journal, which will premier 
in January 2006.

Division of Applied Op-
tics: Biomedical Optics

>> Joseph Izatt of Duke 
University was appointed 
the founding division editor 
for biomedical optics. This 
new AO division will launch 
in February 2006.

Applied Optics

>> James Wyant of 
the University of Arizona 
was appointed the new 
Editor-in-Chief.

Izatt Wyant

[ Annual Meeting ]

Among the attendees at this year’s Frontiers in Optics meeting in Tucson, Ariz., were the 
2005 Nobel Prize winners in physics: Roy Glauber (left), Theodor Hänsch and John Hall. 
The three scientists discussed their distinguished careers with 2005 OSA President Susan 
Houde-Walter (right) during the morning plenary on Monday, October 17.
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>> When did you become interested  
in physics and engineering?

I became fascinated with electronics at the 
age of eight, when I built a one-transis-
tor radio. You could put wires together 
and sound would come out! I attended 
Harvard as an undergraduate and majored 
in physics; I purposely chose a liberal arts 
school for a broad-based education. I built 
a HeNe laser as a project in freshman 
year and that got me hooked on quantum 
electronics. For graduate school, I moved 
to the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy, where I got my doctorate in electrical 
engineering.

>> Over your career, did one set of 
projects stand out from the others? 

I’ve been fortunate to work on a variety of 
significant projects, so it’s difficult to choose 
one. My early work at MIT’s Lincoln Labo-
ratory on spectroscopy and solid state lasers 
was associated with isotope separation, 
countermeasures and fusion. After I left 
MIT to help start Schwartz Electro- 
Optics (SEO), I became involved—along 
with the group that worked for me—in 
sensing of the atmosphere; submarine com-
munications; missile, chemical and biologi-
cal weapons defense; and IC fabrication. In 
the early 1990s, we were among the first to 
develop a new generation of medical lasers, 
bringing me into contact with a whole new 
area. I learned that sometimes a simple 
scalpel is the best tool!

At SEO, we were among the first to 
make Ti:sapphire lasers commercially 
available. I’m happy to include among my 
customers Jan Hall and Ted Hänsch, who 
won this year’s Nobel Prize for their amaz-
ing extensions of Ti:sapphire lasers into 
ultra-precision metrology.

>> Describe the SEO research  
division that you founded, and the 
work you do today as Q-Peak Inc. 

From the beginning in 1985, we were 
chartered to develop products based on 

solid state laser technology. Products from 
our Boston-based team were manufactured 
in Florida until 1997, when the difficul-
ties of long-distance tech transfer finally 
convinced us that we should manage both 
development and manufacturing/sales. 

We formed an SEO-owned company, 
Q-Peak, and our plan was to raise invest-
ment funding independently—which never 
happened because the investment commu-
nity was preoccupied with telecommunica-
tions. 

After Bill Schwartz passed away and 
before SEO was managed into bankruptcy, 
we were fortunate enough to be acquired 
by Physical Sciences; we now concentrate 
on contract research and custom product 
development.

>> What role has the Conference  
on Lasers and Electro-optics  
(CLEO) played in the field?

My 25 years with CLEO began when Paul 
Kelley asked me to serve on the first Pro-
gram Committee. Next year I will return 
for a second time as Chair of the CLEO 
Steering Committee. Through those years, 
I’m proud that CLEO has continued to be 
the premier technical meeting for lasers and 
electro-optics.

CLEO has been the incubator for 
highly successful meetings such as OFC, 
as well as CLEO Europe and Pacific Rim. 
However, many in the field have long been 
concerned that the conference does not al-
ways provide sufficient coverage of emerg-
ing commercial applications. To address 
this challenge, we created the “Photonics 
Applications Systems & Technologies” 
(PhAST) conference, which is co-located 
with CLEO. 

Importantly, PhAST is a separate event 
that is organized by a committee of indus-
try representatives, featuring invited speak-
ers in addition to submitted peer-reviewed 
presentations. The conference has received 
a lot of positive feedback and continues  
to grow.

>> Describe your wife’s work  
in support of science and  
technology education. 

My wife is a consultant in marketing and 
communications to independent schools 
and organizations. She is the co-founder 
of the National Coalition of Girls’ Schools 
(NCGS), an association of girls’ indepen-
dent and public day and boarding schools 
across the U.S. with a number of inter-
national partners. NCGS has found that, 
in the U.S., students attending all-girls’ 
schools are three times as likely to study 
math, science and engineering at the college 
level. NCGS raises awareness of education-
related issues, and works to encourage girls 
to become involved in math, science and 
engineering. 

>> What are your interests  
outside of work? 

It’s hard to find time outside of my job 
and volunteering for OSA! I enjoy working 
with my hands, mostly keeping our house 
in good repair and installing the latest 
electronic gadgets. My wife and I travel 
whenever we get a chance, and spend time 
with our two sons, who both live close by. 
One just graduated from Columbia Uni-
versity with a Ph.D. in history and is work-
ing with a start-up company providing 
services to investment bankers. The other 
is getting a Ph.D. in cognitive neurosci-
ence at Harvard and is running functional 
MRI scans on a variety of human subjects. 
My wife volunteered recently and I’m next, 
provided he can find a working brain in 
my head!

   
— Grace Klonoski

LIVES: Concord, Mass. | WORKS: Q-Peak Inc. | EDUCATION: Bachelor’s in 
physics from Harvard University and Ph.D. in electrical engineering from MIT

Who’s Who on OSA’s Board of Directors
>> Peter Moulton  Co-Chair, Science and Engineering Council
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