
Mark Your
Calendars

Optical Amplifiers and
Their Applications
August 7-10, 2005
Budapest, Hungary

Pre-Registration Deadline:
July 25, 2005
Postdeadline 

Submission Deadline:
August 1, 2005, 

noon EDT 
www.osa.org/oaa

Nonlinear Guided Waves
and Their Applications
September 6-9, 2005
Dresden, Germany

Pre-Registration Deadline:
August 16, 2005

www.osa.org/nlgw

2006 OFC 
Call for Papers

Submission Deadline:
Thursday, October 13,

2005, noon EDT 
www.ofcnfoec.org

O SA’s meeting on Optical
Amplifiers and Their

Applications (OAA) has been
an annual event since 1990.
The conference location
alternates between the United
States, Europe and Asia. This
year, OAA will be held in
Budapest, Hungary, from
August 7-10. The meeting is a
forum for professionals from
the telecom and non-telecom
fields to discuss the latest
research and development 
related to optical amplifiers,
their technologies and 
system applications.

Past attendees have
enjoyed the atmosphere of
OAA with its mix of presen-
tations on technology and

UC Irvine Chapter BBQ: 
Sun, Fun and Optics
In March, the OSA student chapter 
at the University of California, Irvine,
held its annual spring barbeque to raise optics aware-
ness and recruit new members. The theme of the
event was the optics of swimming pools. Members
dove right into relevant discussions of the critical
angle at the air-water interface, the index of refraction
in water compared to air, polarization of Rayleigh scat-
tered light in the atmosphere and polarization of light
reflected off the water surface. 

2005 Award
Presentation 

P lease join your colleagues
at the award session at the

Frontiers in Optics meeting
this October in Tucson,
Arizona, in recognition of the
winners of 2005 awards and
medals. One of the privileges
of OSA membership is the

right to submit
nominations for
individuals to
receive one of
OSA’s many awards
or medals. The
deadline for 
most 2006 award
nominations 

is October 1, 2005. For 
more information, please
contact the awards office at
202-416-1960 or e-mail
awards@osa.org. Information
is also available online at:
www.osa.org/aboutosa/
awards/theawards/default.asp.

applications, beau-
tiful locations and
the always lively
“rump” sessions,
which provide a
social setting for
the participants to
discuss issues
related to optical
amplifiers.

Each year, OAA
features a combination of
invited speakers, oral presen-
tations of contributed papers,
a poster session and a post-
deadline session. This year’s
highlights include a plenary
talk given by Andreas
Gladisch (Deutsche Telekom)
on the evolution of optical
networks, as well as one by

Susannah Lehman

Karen Liu (RHK Inc.) about
the “mid-life challenges”
faced by optical amplifiers
and communications.

Additional talks will cover
the traditional telecom uses
of optical amplifiers, sen-
sors, high-power lasers and
free space communications.
On August 7, there will be a

symposium on all-optical
signal processing and a
workshop on the role of
optical amplifiers in fiber 
to the home networks.

For further information
on OAA 2005, please visit
the OSA Web site at
www.osa.org/meetings/
topicals/OAA/.

Optical Amplifiers and 
Their Applications: 2005

Budapest’s parlia-
ment building, one
of the landmarks 
of Hungary.

OSA Today

Students study poolside optics.


