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to bring together an even
wider range of expert insight,
leaving very little of this giant
technical field unreviewed.
First-quarter timing—a
legacy of OFC—should pro-
vide early insights for the
technical and commercial
year-to-come. The authorita-
tive forums that attendees
have come to expect at both
conferences will continue,
augmented by new synergies
achieved through broadening
the segments of attendees.

Healthy numbers and
high-quality paper submis-
sions indicate that researchers
are responding positively 
to the OFC/NFOEC 2005.
Conference-goers will also be
drawn  to up-to-the-minute,
innovative educational pro-
gramming. Approximately
200 of the new conference’s
sessions will feature “NFOEC-
specific” presentations.

Until this year, OFC (the
Optical Fiber Communi-

cation Conference) and
NFOEC (the National Fiber
Optics Engineers Conference)
have co-existed indepen-
dently as the leading commu-
nications conferences serving
research, engineering and
application communities. But
the combination of OFC and
NFOEC in 2005 represents 
a leap in coverage, offering
the optical communications
community the most com-
prehensive view of optical
technology to date. To be held
March 6 – 11, in Anaheim,
Calif., OFC/NFOEC will
expand the scope of offerings
in programming, exhibits,
and educational activities.
Range of participation is
expected to widen as well,
with attendees covering 
the spectrum from pure
researchers and applications
engineers to carriers creating
services to meet the needs of
their customers.

OFC and NFOEC have
long been considered bell-
wethers within their respec-
tive sectors of the optical
communications industry.
The new consolidation of the
two conferences is expected 

Besides the strong paper
presentations that have for
years served as OFC’s and
NFOEC’s backbones, there are
several significant sessions
that highlight key aspects of
industry development, includ-
ing the Plenary Session, the
Market Watch Program and
the Service Provider Summit.

Plenary session
The OFC/NFOEC 2005
Plenary Session will take 
place on Tuesday, March 8.
This year’s Session will
include Donald B. Keck,
retired vice president and
research director of Corning
Incorporated, USA. Keck’s
address is titled “Through 
a Glass Brightly.” The
Plenary’s other speaker will 
be Hiromichi Shinohara
Director, NTT Access Net-
work Service Systems
Laboratories, Japan.

Keck’s presentation will
trace the development stem-
ming from three remarkable
and nearly coincidental
breakthroughs a third of a
century ago: The first Internet
experiments, the first room-
temperature semiconductor
laser demonstration, and the
invention of low-loss optical
fiber. These early achieve-
ments have led to today’s
650-million kilometer, low-
loss fiber network.

Hiromichi Shinohara will
focus on broadband expan-
sion in Japan and will describe
the rapidly growing Japanese
Fiber-to-the-Premises (FTTP)
market. Highlights of the
Shinohara talk include FTTP
services and lessons learned
in the deployment of systems.
Key R&D issues will also 
be covered.

Market Watch: business
and technology
A three-day “Market Watch”
series of panel sessions will be
of great interest to  business
and applications sectors.
Industry experts will speak on
an array of compelling topics,
including “Broadband
Access,”“Triple Play,”“FTTx,”
“Ethernet Services” and
“Optical Integration.”

Typical of these outstand-
ing offerings is a panel enti-
tled “ Broadband Access:
FTTP Is Changing the Game.”
The panelists—who will
include representatives from
telecom carriers and suppli-
ers—will provide insight on
global opportunities and
challenges for FTTP. The
panel discussion will show
how the deployment of FTTP
networks may garner both
new revenue steams (created
by new services) and new
costs (created in building a
new infrastructure). Both

The industry’s two leading conferences join this 
year to provide the fullest coverage yet of this 
exciting technical and commercial field.

Register now for OFC/NFOEC —the optical 
communications industry’s leading event. 
Attendee registration includes a comprehensive program
featuring the field’s finest exhibit, a plenary session featuring
industry luminaries, peer-reviewed technical programming,
workshops, and short courses. The special “Market Watch:
Business & Technology” and “Service Provider Summit” 
sessions are also included in each registration. Register
online at http://www.ofcconference.org/registration/.

Donald B. Keck Hiromichi Shinohara
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Mark Your Calendars!

Optical Terahertz Science and Technology
March 14-16, 2005, Orlando, Florida

Postdeadline Submission Deadline: March 7, 2005, noon EST
Pre-Registration Deadline: Feb. 21, 2005

www.osa.org/otst

International Symposium on Optical Memory 
and Optical Data Storage

July 10-14, 2005, Honolulu, Hawaii 
Submission Deadline: March 1, 2005, noon EST 

www.osa.org/ods

Nonlinear Guided Waves and Their Applications
Sept. 6-9, 2005, Dresden, Germany

Submission Deadline: April 26, 2005, noon EST
www.osa.org/nlgw

The new OSA student chapter at the National Institute of
Technology (NITT) in Tiruchirappalli, India began the aca-
demic year with a series of events designed to promote
optics awareness on campus. These included a membership
drive to recruit new students, lectures on topics of interest
to current and prospective members, and discussions on
working with optics students from local universities.

parts of this equation are
changing rapidly: The level 
of potential income is subject
to much debate within the
industry, while potential costs
are expected to shrink, driven
largely by cost reductions in
optical components and sub-
systems. The panel discussion
following these trends is sure
to be lively.

On another note, market
analysis is a focal point of this
year’s panel discussions. “Out
of the Gloom—One Year
Later: Optical Renaissance 
or False Hopes?” adopts a
long-term perspective on the
industry, in particular focus-
ing on requirements for
industry re-vitalization.
Panel topics include implica-
tions of current industry
directions; current business
models; how telecommuni-
cations compares to other
industries experiencing major
transitions; and future
changes in the telecommuni-
cations model.

Service Provider
Summit
The “FTTP theme” will 
surface as well during the
Service Provider Summit, to
be held Wednesday, March 9.
The summit will also include
other topics of importance to
CTOs, network architects,
network designers and tech-
nologists within the service
provider and carrier sectors.

In the keynote speech,
Brian Van Steen, senior 
analyst, RHK, will describe
the evolution of enterprise
data requirements. He will
describe the evolution of
these requirements in the face
of business practices and gov-
ernment regulations driving
bandwidth requirements.

— Colleen Morrison

Optics Technology
On Display in
Rochester

The 2004 “Optics Road
Show” was held last

December at the Rochester
Museum and Science Center.
OSA Fellow Thomas Brown
and his graduate students
organized the event, which
has been held since the 1960’s
as a means to bring the latest
optical technology to local 
lay publics.

The show included
demonstrations of fluores-
cence, liquid crystal demon-
strations, thermal imaging
and lasers and optical 
communications.

— Susannah Lehman

In December a student
chapter from the Universi-

dad del Valle, Cali, Colombia,
hosted a workshop for sec-
ondary school teachers. The
new workshop was designed
to increase teachers’ knowl-
edge of optics and to provide
them with innovative ideas
for teaching optics in the
classroom. Topics covered

included the nature of light,
mirrors and lenses, the
human eye, and light and
matter. Participants were
taught simple demonstrations
that can be easily replicated in
the classroom, such as diffrac-
tion of light using gelatin, the
manufacture of a simple
prism, and ways to mix colors
using colored cellophane.

The participants reported
that the workshop was very
helpful in providing them
with new information and in
providing  practical ways to
bring knowledge of optics to
their students. The chapter
hopes to make the workshop
an annual event.

— Susannah Lehman

Student Chapter Holds Education Workshop
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