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Call for Papers

Integrated Photonics
Research and
Applications/

Nanophotonics for
Information Systems

April 11-15, 2005
San Diego, Calif.

Submission Deadline: 
Dec. 6, 2004 

12:00 p.m. EST 
www.osa.org/ipra
www.osa.org/npis

O SA and the
International Society

for Optical Engineering
(SPIE) have
published a
report on their
workshop,
“Optics and
Photonics in
Transportation
and Infra-
structure,” held
in December
2003 in
Washington,
D.C. The work-
shop was aimed at evaluating
the ways optics and photon-
ics can be used to address
some of the problems facing
the transportation sector,
including: traffic-related
deaths and injuries; produc-
tivity lost through gridlock;
the risk of terrorist attacks;
and concerns about resource
use and the environment.
Among the solutions sug-
gested by participants in the
workshop were: displays to
enhance the vehicle opera-
tor’s view (synthetic vision);
on-board spectral measure-
ment of combustion 
products; fiber optics for

OSA Welcomes Reno-Tahoe Local Section
Members of the local section of OSA in Reno-Tahoe. The new 
section will work to provide networking opportunities for local
professionals in optics-related fields through monthly dinners 
followed by a presentation and discussion of topics of interest.

drive-by-light applications;
and improvements in lighting
and reflectivity. The report,

“Riding on Light:
Optical Technology
for Transportation
Challenges,” is 
available at
www.jaop.org,
the Web site of
the Joint Advo-
cacy for Optics
and Photonics
(JAOP), a project
supported by

OSA and SPIE.

Delfyett Honored

OSA Fellow Peter Delfyett
has been named one of

the “50 Most Important
Blacks in Research Science”
by Science Spectrum maga-
zine. Delfyett was recognized
for his lifelong work in sci-
ence and for his efforts to
make science part of our
global society. A professor of
optics, physics and electrical
and computer engineering at
the University of Central
Florida/CREOL, Delfyett
attended the City University
of New York, where he
received his doctorate in
1988. Delfyett has been an
active member of OSA since
1990. He has served on
numerous committees,
including the Women and
Minorities Committee, the
Max Born Award Committee
and the CLEO Award
Committee. He is currently
an ex-officio member of the
CLEO/QELS Steering
Committee. He has made
numerous contributions to
Optics & Photonics News
(OPN), including serving
several years running as guest
editor of the magazine’s spe-
cial issue on fiber optics.

Susannah LehmanOSA Today

Mark Your Calendars

Optics Technologies in Transportation

New Founding Members of Optics Trust
Guenther, Murnane and Kapteyn

The OSA Foundation is
pleased to welcome Art

Guenther (right), Margaret
Murnane and Henry Kapteyn
(above) to the Optics Trust. As
founding members of the Trust,
they have chosen to make an
investment in the optics and
photonics community of the
future by including the OSA
Foundation in their estate plans.
The Foundation relies on sup-
port from contributors to fund
programs that advance science
education, support optics and photonics in developing countries
and provide education and resources to underserved populations.
Please visit www.osa-foundation.org for more information about
the OSA Foundation.



made to it are income tax deductible.
Those who itemize their taxes can
deduct contributions to the OSA
Foundation in amounts equal to up to
50 percent of their adjusted gross annual

income. All gifts are acknowledged
annually in Optics & Photonics News.

The two most common methods of
making a contribution are:

1. Gifts of cash—Checks should 
be made payable to the “OSA
Foundation.” A check that is written,
dated and mailed on or before Dec.
31, 2004, can be applied to the
donor’s 2004 taxes as a deductible
contribution. The Foundation is
required to provide donors with a
written receipt for gifts of $250 or
more. Contributors who intend to
claim the deduction must keep the
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Students in Malawi, Africa, take part in an
optics awareness program made possible
by a Local Section youth science education
grant funded by the OSA Foundation.

The OSA Foundation offers members
a wonderful opportunity to support

the optics and photonics community of
today and tomorrow. The Foundation’s
grant making focuses on programs that
advance youth science educa-
tion, support optics and pho-
tonics in developing countries
and provide education and
resources to underserved 
populations.

Through the generous 
contributions made by OSA’s
leadership, individual and cor-
porate members, and friends,
the OSA Foundation has allo-
cated over $50,000 for pro-
grams that range from
providing free OSA member-
ship to scientists and students
in developing countries, offering travel
grants to international students so they
can attend OSA conferences and meet-
ings, providing funds to Local Sections so
they can expand their education outreach
and more. On-going support from OSA
members and the scientific community is
essential to ensuring the continuation
and expansion of the Foundation’s phi-
lanthropic activities.

As year-end approaches, we invite
you to make a donation to the
Foundation’s Annual Fund and become
a part of the Society’s tradition of giving.
This is one of the most rewarding and
significant ways you can personally help
scientific communities in need and
inspire tomorrow's scientists and engi-
neers. All donations directly support the
Foundation’s programs. Administrative
and associated expenses are underwrit-
ten by the Optical Society of America, to
ensure all gifts have the greatest impact
possible. Below are some useful tips on
the tax benefits of making a donation to
the OSA Foundation.

The OSA Foundation is a 501(c)(3)
organization as defined by the U.S.
Internal Revenue Service. Because the
Foundation is a public charity, all gifts

The OSA Foundation Offers 
Opportunities for Year-End Giving 

receipt from the Foundation for their
tax records.

2. Gifts of stocks, bonds and other
appreciated securities—As a chari-

table contribution, appreci-
ated securities transferred to
the OSA Foundation are gen-
erally tax deductible at their
fair market value. An added
tax benefit is that donors do
not pay capital gains tax on
the amount of the gift. To
benefit from a tax deduction
for a gift made in 2004, the
actual transfer of securities
must take place on or before
Dec. 31, 2004. A banker or
broker may arrange the trans-
fer. Please contact the OSA

Foundation at 1.202.416.1421 for
detailed instructions on how to
transfer securities to the OSA
Foundation.

As you consider your financial cir-
cumstances at the end of the year, please
keep in mind the benefits a charitable
contribution to the OSA Foundation can
bring—not only to the optics and pho-
tonics community but to your personal
tax situation as well.

Sources
• Tips on Tax Deductions for Charitable

Contributions, BBB Wise Giving
Alliance, www.give.org.

• The Internal Revenue Service’s
Charities and Non-Profits home
page, www.irs.gov/charities/
index.html.

For more information about the OSA Foundation, please visit 
www.osa-foundation.org or contact the OSA development staff by 

telephone at: 1.202.416.1421; or by e-mail at: foundation@osa.org. OSA
recommends you contact a tax advisor for assistance with any form of giving. 

Tell us what you think: http://www.osa-opn.org/survey.cfm

http://www.osa-opn.org/survey.cfm



