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This issue of OPN, like all the others,
astonishes me with the range of

interests exhibited by our members.
Articles ranging from the work of the
University of Rochester’s Institute of
Optics—which is celebrating its 75th

anniversary—through news of our mem-
bers, to the wonderful applications inter-
ferometry is being put to: all these make
an appearance in the current issue.

The Society does indeed have a
tremendously broad scope and OPN
properly reflects this. As OSA President,
I field a large variety of questions about
the Society from members and col-
leagues. From inquiries about governance
and special events to questions on how to
search the online journal archives, there
is scarcely an area within the organization
that I have not been asked about. Having
been actively involved with the Society
for many years, most questions are fairly
straightforward for me to answer, but
more often than not, included in my
reply is a recommendation to “visit the
OSA Web site for more information.”

OSA.org has become our organiza-
tion’s central resource for information
and online services. Looking at the site’s
“front page,” one can quickly appreciate
the diversity of OSA’s activities. Our 
three main business lines: Meetings &
Conferences, Publications and Member-
ship are placed front and center, along
with lists of related links. The “MyOSA”
section, on the lower left corner of the
homepage, is where each  member can
input his or her e-mail address and mem-
bership number to access the OSA by-
laws, membership directory, newsletters
and information about volunteer oppor-
tunities and award nominations. MyOSA
is also the place where individuals can
view and update their contact informa-
tion, renew their membership online 
and track prior transactions, such as
journal subscriptions and registration 
for meetings.

Across the center of the homepage is
an area labeled “Tools.” This is where the
site’s search engine is located, along with

a listing of links to other OSA-hosted
Web sites (13 in all!). A multilingual cus-
tomer service area that provides informa-
tion about the Society in seven languages
is found in this section as well.

Rotating announcements about
upcoming activities and new services also
appear on the site. Viewers can click on
these animated messages to link directly
to information on the topic featured.
OSA.org also provides continuous tech-
nology- and optics-related news feeds as
supplied by the LexisNexis news service.
Visitors simply click on a headline in
order to read an article’s full text.

The upper right hand section of the
homepage features a listing of other
important activities, such as student ser-
vices, education and career services. Each
item listed is a link to many sub-pages of
information.

You may be surprised to learn that the
OSA Web site is visited by hundreds of
thousands of individuals annually. In fact,
the number of visitors has steadily grown
each year in concert with the growth of
OSA.org’s content. It is also interesting to
know that nearly half of those who visit
the site are located outside the United
States—an encouraging sign as our orga-
nization works to disseminate knowledge
globally. New information is posted on
the site nearly every business day of the
year. I hope you will put this tremendous
resource to work by visiting OSA.org 
frequently.
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