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OSA Today
New Grants For
Teaching Optics

The OSA Foundation is
funding two grants in the

2004-05 fiscal year to advance
students’ interest in optics.

The student chapter youth
activity grant will provide 20
chapters with up to $500 for
science education outreach.

Through the
second grant,
teachers and
program
administrators
can apply for
resource
materials with
hands-on edu-
cational tools,
including Optics
Discovery kits, a
laser technology video
and a free educator’s mem-
bership to OSA. The teacher
resource grant currently has
funding for $2,250 worth of
materials. Schools interested

Welcome, Students!
The Ottawa-Carleton OSA Student Chapter in Canada has
been created as a joint student chapter of the University of
Ottawa and Carleton University. The new chapter has pro-
moted optics on both campuses through tours of local
optics companies and regular postings of optics-related
events on its Web site.

Come to Rochester! Win a Prize!

O SA’s annual meeting next month will be held along-
side the Optical Fabrication and Testing topical

meeting. As part of this meeting, institutions, companies
and individuals will have the opportunity to compete in a
Glass Art Contest that highlights unique approaches to the
design and manufacture of optical glass artwork.

Non-monetary awards will be given for categories that
include uniqueness of materials used, level of craftsman-
ship in fabrication, innovativeness, delicacy or robustness
of design, artistic expression and message conveyed. The
submission deadline is Sept. 15. For submission details,
contact Lisa Rich (lisarich58@yahoo.com) or visit
www.osa.org/meetings/topicals/OFT/program/special/.

Thank You Journal Editors

During OSA’s annual meeting, journal editors will have
the opportunity to network and socialize at an editor

appreciation luncheon and journal meeting. There and at
a separate editor-training workshop, editors will have a
chance to discuss issues pertaining to peer-review policies
and procedures and comment on the new ADS publica-
tions system. For more information, contact Joe
Richardson (jricha@osa.org).

OPN has received two
Magnum Opus

magazine awards, one
for editorial content
and one for design.

The editorial award
went to Kim Douglass,
OPN assistant manag-
ing editor, who won
honorable mention in
the Best News Story
category for her article “In
Search of a New Start,” which
explored the human toll of
the telecommunication
industry slump. The article
appeared in the July 2003
issue of OPN.

Alessia Kirkland, head of
the OPN art department,
won the silver award for
design in the category of
“Best Table of Contents.”

The awards were juried by
faculty at the University of
Missouri, which houses one
of the world’s top schools of
journalism.

OPN’s mission is to serve
its readers by providing in-
depth coverage of develop-
ments in the field of optical
science, as well as news on

applications of
optics in everyday
life—all in an
accessible and visu-
ally appealing for-
mat. Although the
awards are a nice
bonus, our readers

will always be the
ultimate judge of
how well we are

meeting our goals.
We welcome your feedback 
at opn@osa.org.

Mark Your Calendars!
Frontiers in Optics

2004/88th OSA Annual
Meeting/Laser Science XX

Oct. 10-14
Hotel reservations by Sept. 6

Pre-register by Sept. 19
www.frontiersinoptics.com

Integrated Photonics
Research/Nanophotonics
For Information Systems

April 11-15, 2005
Hilton San Diego Resort

San Diego, Calif.
Paper submission deadline:

Dec. 6, 12:00 p.m. EST
www.osa.org/meetings/

topicals/ipr_npis/

in applying for a resource
materials package should 
e-mail grants@osa.org.

For more information:
www.osa-foundation.org/.

Congratulations!

Muzamil Arain and
Bojan Resan, both OSA

student members, are the
recipients of the 2004 Lasers

and Electro-Optics
Society (LEOS)
Graduate Student
Fellowship. The 
fellowship is a one-

time award,
which includes a

$5,000 honorar-
ium and a travel

grant of up to $2,500
to attend the LEOS

Annual Meeting.
Arain and Resan

are students at the University
of Central Florida’s School of
Optics/ CREOL, where they
are members of OSA’s 
student chapter.

Two Prizes for OPN!

Susannah Lehman
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much enjoy spending time.
But I must admit that I’ve
also been converted to some-
body who enjoys the cultural
opportunities and enormous
liveliness of New York City.

When you’re not working,
what do you enjoy doing?
I play the piano, although in 
a very amateur way. I really
enjoy classical music, espe-
cially Schubert and Bach. I
like drama, and I enjoy hik-
ing and the outdoors.

When and why did 
you join OSA?
I was a graduate student, and
I decided to join primarily
through my association with
the Society’s meetings. I
attended CLEO early in my
career, and I was very familiar
with the journals. I have 
had the opportunity to be

involved in many different
facets of the Society, and it’s
been very useful and stimu-
lating for me. The field of
optics, in addition to being
an area that maintains
extraordinary technical vital-
ity, seems to have a dispro-
portionately large number of
delightful people scattered all
around the world. OSA pro-
vides a vehicle to get to know
them better as individuals.

What should the Society
be focusing on in the 
21st century?
The Society must continue its
excellent activities in provid-
ing high-quality publications
and meetings. It needs to
enhance student interest and
involvement to assure the
future vitality of the field.

— Kim Douglass

Where are you from?
I grew up on the Monterey
Peninsula in California. It
was a really idyllic place. My
childhood, by comparison
with what is often the case
today, was very relaxed and
unpressured. I had quite a bit
of time for exploration of my
own interests.

When did you become
interested in science?
In junior high and high
school I was very interested
in amateur radio and elec-
tronics; I built my own trans-
mitter and learned a lot
about the pleasures of experi-
mentation. I had a group of
friends with similar interests,
and that added to the excite-
ment of things. In high
school I took additional
classes in electronics and
mathematics at a junior col-
lege nearby.

Why optics?
I think it grew out of my
original interest in radio.
I always had an interest in
wave propagation. I felt that
the possibilities afforded by
laser technology for funda-
mental science and for 
applications were really out-
standing. At Stanford I took 
a quantum mechanics class
from Ted Hänsch, who is one
of the outstanding practi-
tioners of optics. There was 
a lot of exciting research
going on at Stanford in the
field of optics, so this really
motivated me. At Berkeley,
I worked with Ron Shen, who
is a very insightful thinker in
optics and a brilliant scien-
tist. I came at a time when

there was a very nice new 
scientific advance happening:
we were applying lasers to
look at materials in a new
way. We used second har-
monic generation not to gen-
erate intense radiation, but
rather as a way of studying
the properties of surfaces and
interfaces.

Describe a challenging
experience.
I spent 12 years at IBM, and
when I arrived, I found a very
welcoming environment.
But IBM did place a lot of
responsibility on the indi-
vidual. You were hired to
develop a new scientific
direction, and that’s a bit
scary. I had the privilege and
responsibility of taking some
of the company’s resources
and pursuing what I thought
was the most promising
direction. I remember sitting
in my bare new office, think-
ing, “OK, now what do I do?”

What are you proudest of?
One thing that was missing at
IBM was the ability to inter-
act with students and young
people just learning the field.
At Columbia, I have been
able to provide an environ-
ment where students develop
into new professionals in
optics. I interact very closely
with students; I try to help
them develop good technical
direction and help them go
about tackling problems.

Where is your 
favorite place?
I grew up in a pleasant part 
of northern California, and
that’s still a place where I very

Who’s Who on OSA’s 
Board of Directors

Tony Heinz
Director-at-large

Lives: Chappaqua, N.Y.

Works: Columbia University

Education: Bachelor’s degree 

in physics, Stanford University; 

doctoral degree in physics, 

University of California, Berkeley.

“I interact very
closely with 
students; I 
try to help 
them develop
good technical 
direction ...”

Tony Heinz with students Zonghai Hu (left) and Jie Shan.

Tell us what you think: http://www.osa-opn.org/survey.cfm

http://www.osa-opn.org/survey.cfm



