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Candidates for 
Vice President

Joseph Eberly 
University of Rochester

O SA is the international
home for professionals

in optics and photonics. We
are a vibrant society with an
unusually high fraction of
actively participating mem-
bers. The guiding themes of
OSA are discovery and devel-
opment in science and tech-
nology, and we’re proud of
the high standards we set for
our journals and meetings.

We celebrate the fact that
optics and photonics have been
key to several decades of change
that have enabled rapidly
emerging technologies to alter
the face of industry and every-
day life. Military, space and
national security applications
all benefit from, and in some
cases have promoted, these
changes. In OSA we understand
why this has happened and why
the roles for optics will keep
expanding. This will require
continuing effort by OSA on
many fronts. I strongly support
OSA’s initiatives that assist edu-
cators motivated to share with
their students the thrill of
exploration in optics. The same

publishing impressive numbers
of articles in OSA journals.

OSA must also take the
responsibility, as the largest
organization of the interna-
tional optics community, to
continue to create initiatives
without co-sponsors when 
necessary, as OSA has done in
Educators Day events during
the Annual Meeting and in the 
trial Regional Engineering
Workshops. Good things come
from such ventures. As a major
print publisher, OSA took a
bold step by founding Optics
Express in 1997, and in it we
have today the most successful
peer-reviewed electronic jour-
nal in the physical sciences.
Good past stewardship of
impressive resources in funds,
personnel and reputation now
superbly position OSA for long-
term growth in membership
and allow us to contemplate
with confidence future initia-
tives in service to the member-
ship in education, meetings,
publishing and public policy.

Margaret M. Murnane
JILA, University of Colorado

Ihave been a member of OSA
for 20 years, first as a stu-

dent member, then as an aca-
demic member and most
recently as a corporate mem-
ber. Therefore I very much
appreciate the role of OSA as
a society that brings together
a large segment of the optics
community to facilitate pro-
fessional interactions. OSA,
through its publications,
meetings and committees,
provides the venue for 
information exchange and

motivation engages all mem-
bers who share their knowledge
beyond the classroom, in our
short courses, tutorials, sym-
posia and topical meetings.

Cross-disciplinary interac-
tions involving optics are not
only important but are becom-
ing steadily more complex.
There is wide agreement within
the membership that this com-
plexity provides a challenge,
and the opportunity for OSA to
become even more effective in
looking across borders. OSA
has had good experiences with
partnerships. For example, with
SPIE we organized a high-level
briefing on mutual concerns
with Presidential Science
Advisor John Marburger at 
the White House Conference
Center. Our co-sponsors in
major meetings—CLEO, QELS,
IQEC, OFC—include LEOS,
COMSOC and APS. We share
publishing responsibility for 
the Journal of Lightwave
Technology with IEEE and
papers from Optics Letters are
available to a virtual journal of
AIP-APS. Cooperation with
MRS and SPIE enhances our
active presence in public service
by helping to support two
highly visible and effective
Congressional internships.

I believe we can find addi-
tional ways to cooperate
with old partners as well as
strengthen new partnerships 
for the next decade. There is
high potential for this to be 
particularly fruitful interna-
tionally, where OSA has a large
and expert contingent of mem-
bers who now contribute in
many ways, for example in
reviewing and editing as well as

networking for a very broad
international community
from academe, industry, the
national laboratories and gov-
ernment. In addition to a host
of volunteers from the com-
munity who serve on various
program committees, OSA is
also very fortunate to have an
excellent and dedicated staff.

Should I have the opportu-
nity to serve as vice president,
I would first work with 
the president to further
strengthen the core goals of
OSA as the place to network
and to interact professionally 
in all aspects related to optics,
photonics, optical science and
engineering and applications. I
am also very interested in find-
ing ways to involve more of the
community in the activities of
OSA, to strengthen a sense of
community in all of the activi-
ties of OSA. I also believe that
OSA would serve the commu-
nity well by further expanding
its role in education, in new
professional training activities
and in public policy. By wel-
coming an even more diverse
community in optics and 
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applications of optics into OSA,
we can grow while still serving
the interests of our members.

Bahaa Saleh
Boston University 

Since its foundation in
1916, OSA has been the

leading scientific, technical
and educational society in
optics. It has promoted the
generation, application, dis-
semination and archiving 
of optics and photonics
knowledge through its peer-
reviewed journals, technical
meetings and educational 
and professional development
programs. It has maintained 
a strong commitment to
excellence and to the highest 
standards of scientific rigor,
ethical values and fairness in
all its initiatives, while adher-
ing to cherished traditions 
of governance by volunteer
members. OSA should 
continue to preserve and
maintain these goals and tra-
ditions, while meeting new
economic and technical chal-
lenges and aggressively pursu-
ing new opportunities to
enhance its role in serving the
optical science and technol-
ogy community worldwide.

I believe that the scope of
OSA must be broad and inclu-
sive of the diverse disciplines
and communities.

OSA must be vigorous in
keeping up with and adopting
emerging new areas, including
applications for which optics
and photonics are only
enabling technologies, such as

biotechnology, sensor networks
and the manufacturing industry.

OSA’s initial charter speaks
of “optics, pure and applied,”
and the Society has traditionally
embraced both scientists and
engineers. Yet it has often
focused more on the academic
and scientific research commu-
nity and less on the engineering
community. Since the interac-
tion between these two com-
munities is often valuable,
synergistic and necessary for
the prosperity of the field, we
must create new programs to
serve the widest range of the
engineering enterprise.

OSA is rapidly becoming a
truly international society, as is
evident from the current statis-
tics of membership, journal
authorship and meeting atten-
dance. It should continue to
foster its position as a key inter-
national optics organization by
building a capacity to operate
across geopolitical boundaries,
and working in partnership
with optics societies worldwide.

Peer-reviewed publications
are OSA’s most valuable assets,
and their standards of quality
must be maintained at all costs.
OSA has pioneered online jour-
nals, such as Optics Express,
and has created a successful
infrastructure for online prod-
ucts (Optics InfoBase). We are
in a strong position to intro-
duce new products that provide
expanded access to a broader
range of customized multime-
dia and multileveled knowledge
for various audiences. However,
we must address the ongoing
problem of the declining library
subscription base, and develop
a more attractive and fair pric-
ing policy that is aimed at
enhancing the dissemination 
of OSA products.

OSA must face the challenge
of organizing meetings that
meet the expectations of vari-
ous constituencies, while
remaining financially sound at

times of increasing costs and
declining exhibits. New direc-
tions should include collocated
topical meetings, more compet-
itive meeting programs, and
novel meeting formats that are
aimed at attracting exhibitors.

OSA has steadily expanded
its educational programs in
recent years, both at meetings
and student sections, as well 
as through collaboration with
other societies. I am strongly
supportive of strengthening this
effort, and I envision an educa-
tional role for Optics InfoBase.
A greater investment in educa-
tion would be appropriate.

Having served OSA for
more than 25 years in many
leadership positions, including
editor of JOSA A, chair of
the Board of Editors and the
Publications Council and mem-
ber of the Board of Directors, I
have developed a broad under-
standing of the critical issues.
OSA faces many challenges and
its leadership needs to be adap-
tive to the changing technical
and economic environments. It
must be forward-looking in its
pursuit of better ways to serve
its members. I believe that my
experience will be a valuable
asset in working with OSA lead-
ership to address these issues.

Candidates for 
Director at Large
Christopher Dainty
National University of Ireland,
Galway

OSA is the
largest profes-
sional society
in the world
that encom-
passes all
aspects of

optics, from applied topics 
to the most esoteric subjects.
Approximately 36 percent of
OSA’s nearly 14,000 members
—and a higher percentage of

OSA journal authors—reside
outside of the United States,
in more than 70 countries. I
believe that the diversity of
OSA—in scientific and engi-
neering interests and in geo-
graphical spread—are among
the key pillars of our Society.

In my own lifetime, I have
seen my specializations, which
lie in classical optics, comple-
mented by new optical phe-
nomena such as quantum
communication, Bose conden-
sates, photonic materials and
left-handed materials, to name a
few. The strength of OSA is that
it embraces the whole of optics,
enabling all of us to continually
learn about the latest develop-
ments in our field. We should
preserve and continue to
develop this mix of basic sci-
ence, engineering, technology
and business.

The wide geographical
spread of members is a strong
vote of confidence from the
world community; it reflects
OSA's pre-eminence in optics
and also brings with it special
responsibilities. OSA should on
the one hand serve the needs of
its members outside the U.S.
On the other hand, it should
use its dominant position and
financial resources to help
strengthen the national optical
societies in other countries and
foster optics on a local and
regional basis. The key here 
is establishing partnerships,
which OSA has achieved with
some success in recent years.
This should continue and be
developed further, for example,
through co-sponsorship of con-
ferences and topical meetings,
and the development of strate-
gic alliances. OSA has been very
active in promoting optics in
developing countries and this
policy should continue to be
enhanced.

Another pillar of OSA is 
the quality of its peer-reviewed
publications. Although
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undoubtedly OSA journals
are some of the most highly
respected in the world, there is 
a continual need to examine,
and re-examine, policies and
detailed procedures. Some
more academic members of
OSA might feel that conven-
tional peer-review is a gold
standard, while others, particu-
larly those affiliated with the
engineering and technology
industries, might feel there is a
place for slightly more relaxed
and informal avenues of infor-
mation distribution. We should
explore all these options rather
than rely solely on our peer-
reviewed journals, which
operate in an increasingly com-
petitive environment as a result
of preprint repositories and
other “free” services.

Peter J. Delfyett
College of Optics & Photonics,
CREOL, University of Central Florida

OSA’s mission
is to promote
the genera-
tion, applica-
tion, archiv-
ing and
worldwide

dissemination of knowledge in
optics and photonics. OSA is a
member-driven scientific soci-
ety, therefore the needs of our
members provide the impetus
for the products and services
offered and the efforts
expended, by the Society. In
addition, the globalization of
the optics and photonics com-
munity provides an opportu-
nity for OSA to be the central
focus of professionals working
in the field. As we look into
the future, the need for optical 
scientists and engineers from 
all cultural backgrounds will
become paramount. OSA is
well positioned to expand, both
from an international perspec-
tive and also from a perspective
that embraces diversity. OSA
can achieve this by continuing

Luis A. Orozco
University of Maryland 

The future 
of OSA rests
with its young
members, as
they are the
ones who will
carry on our

field’s important work through
their industrial, corporate and
academic jobs. The Society
increasingly is paying more
attention to its students, but 
I still see a need to further
strengthen and nurture those
programs that serve students
and post-doctoral associates.
Recent graduates must find in
the Society forums where their
interests and worries can be
addressed.

My primary goal if elected
will be to enhance the mecha-
nisms of service to the young
members, from the undergrad-
uates to the recent graduates. I
would like the full membership
to join forces in creating a
strong network of services
for this population. OSA can
involve more young people
from industry, the corporate
world and academia in formal
and informal discussions about
the future of the field, for exam-
ple. My former students, now 
in industry and the corporate
world, have repeatedly
expressed to me how important
OSA has been to them. I would
like to know that more young
members are involved with the
Society and benefiting from it.

This is an exciting time to be
starting a career in optics, and
OSA can play an important role
in helping young people pursue
their dreams.

This international character is
evident not only in member-
ship, but also in OSA’s scientific
publications. Many OSA-spon-
sored meetings and conferences
(including CLEO and IQEC)
are international in nature. This
should be a source of pride, but
it also generates certain respon-
sibilities. OSA plays a leadership
role in the world in the field of
optics.

A number of international
agreements have been estab-
lished between OSA and other
organizations active in the 
field of lasers and optics. For
instance, an agreement was
signed between OSA and 
the Quantum Electronics
and Optics Division of the
European Physical Society while
I was chair of that division. The
OSA policy of maintaining
international agreements must
be continued and reinforced,
taking into account the speci-
ficity of the various local or
regional organizations and
helping them develop their own
memberships and services. The
vitality of the field of optics
depends on the strength of the
more established optics soci-
eties worldwide.

OSA must also continue
promoting the public’s under-
standing of optical sciences.
A declining interest in science
among members of the general
public, and particularly among
young people, should be one of
the Society’s primary concerns.
This tendency should be
reversed through public events
and school programs. This is
the responsibility of all scien-
tists, and in particular the
members of professional soci-
eties like OSA. OSA is a success-
ful professional society; it will
remain so if all its members are
concerned about these issues.

to expand users’ access to a
broader range of information
across the technical areas of
optics and photonics. Efforts to
expand access should focus on
reaching out to our colleagues
and members across the globe.

As OSA’s global reach grows,
it will be strategically placed to
influence national and interna-
tional policies that affect the
optics and photonics communi-
ties. The Society can achieve
this by increasing public aware-
ness of the benefits brought
about by optics and photonics
innovations. As a candidate for
director-at-large, I am dedi-
cated to upholding and sup-
porting the long-standing
tradition of optics excellence,
integrity and outreach that has
become the key signature of
OSA.

Martial Ducloy
University of Paris-Nord

OSA is one 
of the largest
professional
societies in
the field of
optics. Its
large mem-

bership is due to the quality of
the services provided by the
Society, including meetings and
conferences, prestigious awards
and high-quality scientific jour-
nals with a broad international
audience.

The balance between large
conferences and topical meet-
ings has to be maintained. It is
extremely important to be able
to organize exploratory work-
shops in emerging areas and at
the same time to avoid duplicat-
ing our efforts by hosting con-
ferences with similar themes.
To this end, we must continue
working closely with other pro-
fessional societies in similar sci-
entific fields.

The high quality of OSA’s
services attracts many members
from outside North America.
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L. John Otten
Kestrel Corp.

OSA is recog-
nized world-
wide as the
premiere
optical soci-
ety. OSA pub-
lications,

conferences and meetings have
long been considered the gold
standard in reporting and
archiving advances in the opti-
cal sciences. With emerging
optical technologies and appli-
cations assuming ever-increas-
ing importance, OSA is in a
unique position to exercise its
leadership role by expanding
services to developers, imple-
menters and users of optical
technologies.

Recent changes within the
Society, such as the merging of
the engineering and technical
councils, highlight the impor-
tance of focusing Society efforts
to ensure the inclusion of this
expanding segment of the opti-
cal community.

OSA is proactive in engaging
the applied optics community.
Efforts to decrease the time to
publication, expand rapid
access to OSA’s vast archives
and increase OSA sponsorship
of meetings and conferences
that attract optics technology
developers and users are all
areas that have successfully 
supported the applied optics
community.

Today OSA is the profes-
sional society of choice for
those who implement optics
technology, as well as for aca-
demic researchers. As OSA 
fosters communication and col-
laboration among the sectors of
our community, the Society
expedites the transition of tech-
nology from a research envi-
ronment to applications and
products. Rapid transition is
critical if we are to continue
making optics an important
part of tomorrow’s

technological needs. OSA’s his-
torically strong relationship
with the academic community
is the foundation upon which
an equally strong relationship
with the business sector can be
built. OSA provides a venue to
bring academic researchers
together with the optics busi-
ness community. For those with
an entrepreneurial spirit, this is
an especially fruitful union.
This is a role unique to OSA
and an inherent growth area for
the Society.

Within the past decade, OSA
has reached out to serve the
optical community globally.
One has only to look at the
range of nationalities of OSA
publications’ authors to recog-
nize the stature of these 
publications and of Society
membership throughout 
the world.

The well-established OSA
International Council and the
fact that we have an OSA presi-
dent from the United Kingdom
help underscore the interna-
tional nature of the Society.
These are excellent starts and
need to be exploited to enhance
the Society’s international
exposure. However, interna-
tional expansion brings with it
issues associated with financ-
ing, perceptions and geographic
separation. Excelling in the
midst of these challenges and
continuing to serve this grow-
ing community is important 
to the future success of the
Society.

With these opportunities
come the challenges of retain-
ing the hallmarks that have
established OSA’s leadership
position in the optical commu-
nity. Without the underpin-
nings that sustain the Society’s
reputation, none of the oppor-
tunities noted above can be
realized. It is therefore impor-
tant to have broad representa-
tion within OSA leadership as
the Society increasingly engages

the applied and international
optics communities while con-
tinuing to excel in its traditional
roles.

Donna Strickland
University of Waterloo

Over the
years, OSA
has main-
tained its
excellent 
reputation
through its

core activities of meetings and
journals. OSA has proven to be
exceedingly adept at dealing
with the extreme growth of a
conference as in the case of
OFC, and versatile enough to
keep up with new trends by
offering a wide variety of topi-
cal meetings. I have been
impressed with how OSA’s lead-
ers have rejuvenated the annual
meeting in recent years. OSA’s
journals are unparalleled. OSA
not only maintains excellence 
in peer review, but it has also
demonstrated innovation in 
its early entry into electronic
publications.

Although these core activi-
ties need always to be nurtured,
my emphasis would be on help-
ing OSA to continue broaden-
ing its membership base. The
national organization grew out
of a local section in Rochester.
Many working in the optics
industry first learned about
OSA through the local sections.

Students are able to network
with industry representatives
on a regular basis through the
local sections and student chap-
ters. They also get the opportu-
nity to meet OSA’s leaders
through the presidential lecture
series. The link between the
national organization and the
local and student sections has
been greatly strengthened by
including the local leaders in
OSA leadership meetings. The
challenge over the next few
years will be to keep these con-
nections strong and to keep the
local and student sections vital
despite fiscal constraints.

The education outreach car-
ried out by both the national
and local organizations is also
crucial to the growth of OSA.
Growth in any field can only be
accomplished through educa-
tion. People need to hear the
words “optics” and “photonics”
before they reach university.
OSA has already made great
strides in this area with the
“Optics for Kids” and “Optics
for Teens” Web sites and by
hosting the Education and
Training in Optics and
Photonics (ETOP) conference
at the annual meeting, among
other initiatives. I would like 
to work with OSA on education
and outreach initiatives to
broaden our membership at 
all levels: local, national and
international.
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OSA members can cast their votes online at 
www.iballot.com/booth.cfm or via mail ballot. 

For instructions on how to vote electronically, 
or to obtain a paper ballot, contact 

Kimberly Mantuano at (202) 416-1944 
or kmantu@osa.org. 
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