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OSA members can now cast their
votes for the officers and members

of the board of directors whose terms
will begin in 2005. Far from being a for-
mality, the elections are very important
to the membership as a whole because
our elected officers are directly involved
in short- and long-term decision-mak-
ing that spans all the Society’s activities.

The board of directors meets three
times a year, and its members receive
numerous updates and reports between
meetings. The agendas for the board
meetings are always full, with presenta-
tions and reports delivered by OSA
councils and committees, staff and
invited guests, in addition to a roster 
of business issues and action items that
need to be addressed. Motions are pre-
sented and voted on. Each motion must
be put forward by a member of the
board who leads the discussion and
answers questions before the vote.

Board members usually hold seats on
one or more of OSA’s councils or com-
mittees and are often involved in other
Society activities such as organizing a
topical meeting, planning a conference or
working on a publication. It is through
these efforts that board members share
their ideas and expertise while gaining
first-hand knowledge of OSA operations
and the communities we serve.

Being an OSA officer or board mem-
ber requires a substantial commitment 
of time and energy, but I think almost
everyone who has had the honor of serv-
ing would say that while such positions
can be demanding, it is well worth the
effort to have an opportunity to help
chart the course of the Society. I look on
my years of service to OSA as a lasting
way of giving back to my professional
community. Programs that encourage
and support those who are new to the
field have always been a priority for OSA.
I have found it especially gratifying to
help carry on this very important work.

Through participation in the annual
election, all OSA members have a role in
organization governance. In recent years,
members with access to the Internet have
had the opportunity to vote electroni-

cally. This innovation has been particu-
larly important for members living out-
side the United States, especially those in
places where slow delivery of paper bal-
lots could prevent them from voting by
the election deadline.

Although electronic voting has been 
a success from an operational stand-
point, up to now it has not led to a great
increase in the percentage of members
who vote. We very much hope that this
year will be different! A large voting base
is key to ensuring that OSA’s leadership
reflects the interests and priorities of the
majority of the Society’s members. Please
make your voice heard by voting for the
candidates you believe should lead the
Society in the years ahead.

The statements of the candidates
appear on pages 12-15 of this issue of
OPN. The information is also posted 
on www.osa.org.

You can cast your vote online at
www.iballot.com/booth.cfm. Voting 
will take place from mid-July to mid-
September. The results of the election
will be announced at the Society’s
Annual Business Meeting on Oct. 12,
during the OSA Annual Meeting,
Frontiers in Optics, held in Rochester,
N.Y., Oct. 10-14. Election results will
also be published in the November 
issue of OPN.
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