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In the next 100
years, our field has
the potential to
become as impor-
tant as electronics is
now. To make this
happen, optics must
access the best
minds of humanity,

not just those in developed nations. It’s
in our interest to reach out to those in
developing countries and to students in
kindergarten through 12th grade.

— Gary Bjorklund

Light is to me the
most beautiful of
natural phenomena.
It pervades so many
branches of science,
art, technology,
medicine,
commerce and
entertainment.

Exploration and mastery of optics has
been one of humanity’s great adventures.
I am sure this adventure will continue
for many years to come.

— Charles W. Clark

The Foundation
will provide strate-
gic guidance and
financial support to
new initiatives and
programs for OSA.
It will help the
Society—which 
is nearing its 100th

anniversary—maintain its position 
as the leading society for optics and 
photonics.

— Stephen D. Fantone

OSA has helped
shape my career.
OSA, including its
meetings and jour-
nals, is my primary
source of technical
information and the
outlet for dissemi-
nating the results of

my research. It is my professional home.

— James R. Fienup

OSA was the first
professional society
to provide a feeling
of “home” for me.
For the first time,
I found members
whose work was
interesting to me,
and I found mem-

bers who were interested in my work. I
have been active in the Society for nearly
40 years.

— Robert A. Fisher

Optics and photon-
ics have encom-
passed my
professional life for
over 40 years; it is
time to give some-
thing back. The
Foundation pro-
vides one way of

doing this; as it grows, we can together
provide professional sustenance to 
others.

— David Hardwick

By donating funds
to the Foundation,
I hope to make a
contribution to
optics education
around the world,
particularly in
developing nations.
I would like to pro-

vide hope for children in places such as
Nepal, where 41 percent of the popula-
tion earns less than $100 per year.

— Lambertus Hesselink

What binds us
together? I believe it
is the love of light,
the fascination with
its description (and
the joy of making 
it do really cool
stuff!). Naturally,
we want to share

our interest across oceans and genera-
tions. Please join us in building the
Foundation.

— Susan Houde-Walter

Optics and photon-
ics are enabling
technologies that
affect everybody.
OSA is able to pro-
tect and enhance
the standing of this
field across the
world. I am

delighted to be able to help its long-term
goals through the work of the
Foundation.

— Peter Knight

Giving Back
The OSA Foundation was established in 2002 to support the Society’s philanthropic work in the 
generation, application, archiving and worldwide dissemination of knowledge in optics and photonics.
An important arm of the program is the Optics Trust, through which donors provide for the long-term
security and growth of the Foundation by including OSA in their wills and estates. The trust has 
23  founding members. Here, they explain what optics, OSA and the Foundation mean to them.
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The mission of the
OSA Foundation 
is to fund science 
education and
international 
outreach. Joining
the Optics Trust is
my way of support-
ing these efforts for
the long term.

— Elizabeth Rogan

OSA brings it all
together, from 
classical holography
to quantum 
computing.

— Marlan O. Scully

OSA provides the
best of optics edu-
cation and a forum
for people of many
disciplines to
exchange ideas. My
earliest papers—
including those on
laser accelerators,

high-speed laser photography and laser
frequency stabilization—appeared in
OSA journals.

— Koichi Shimoda

I’m very glad to 
see so many distin-
guished members of
OSA joining in this
effort to ‘help OSA
help the world
through optics.’

— Anthony E.
Siegman
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OSA is my profes-
sional home, and
the Foundation
offers me a way to
give back. I am
especially interested
in outreach to
developing coun-
tries and science

education. It is so important to encour-
age young students to be interested in
science and engineering: they are our
future.

— Vasudevan Lakshminarayanan

OSA was my first
professional society.
It was at an annual
meeting that I gave
my first technical
paper, and I pub-
lished my first
paper in JOSA. It
was Jarus Quinn

(OSA’s first executive director) who con-
vinced me to apply for the congressional
fellowship program. OSA and its mem-
bers have made a huge impact on my
career.

— Duncan T. Moore

The establishment
of the Foundation
was an important
part of my
Presidency (OSA,
2003). Its mission
and initiatives
reflect the things 
I enjoy most about

OSA: the altruism and dedication to
supporting the next generation of
scientists.

— G. Michael Morris

OSA TODAY

I am delighted to
learn that OSA’s
outreach mission
includes the sharing
and support of
knowledge in optics
and photonics with
scientists, engineers
and students in

developing countries. They will benefit
immeasurably from optical science and
technology and, in the long term,
enhance the development of these fields.

— Boris Stoicheff

I am a member of
OSA for a variety of
reasons, from meet-
ing with my friends
and colleagues at
conferences to the
excellent journals.
I joined the Optics
Trust because I

want the Society to continue such suc-
cessful ventures in disseminating and
promoting optics and photonics.

— Eric Van Stryland

Progress in optical
science has been
one of the most sig-
nificant develop-
ments of the latter
half of the 20th cen-
tury. OSA has been
key to the achieve-
ments made to date.

Its role in the 21st century will be even
more important.

— Hiroshi Takuma

OSA is very impor-
tant to the fascinat-
ing and productive
field of optics. I
appreciate its good
work, as well as the
contributions to
this new outburst of
science and tech-

nology by many of my friends who are
members.

— Charles H. Townes
Choo Hie Lee, Sang Soo Lee and Peter Moulton are also founding members of OSA’s
Optics Trust. To learn more about the trust, write Foundation@osa.org.

Tell us what you think: http://www.osa-opn.org/survey.cfm
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