
O SA’s 88th an-
nual meeting in

Rochester, N.Y., in October
will coincide with the 75th

anniversary celebration of
The Institute of Optics at the
University of Rochester. The
organizers are planning a
series of special events to
mark both occasions.

The festivities will kick off
the weekend of Oct. 8-10 with
a groundbreaking ceremony
for a 91,000 square-foot
building that will be shared
by optics and biomedical
engineering. For the annual
meeting, the Rochester
Photonics Cluster is working
to build “hopefully the biggest
exhibit of any OSA meeting
ever,” said Wayne Knox, the
institute’s director.

On Oct. 14, the final day
of the annual meeting, the
institute will begin a two-day
symposium marking its
anniversary. The event will
include a party and speakers,
many of whom have con-
tributed to a special volume
of essays focused on the 

More Good
News for Optics
Education

The OSA
Foundation has

awarded $10,000
for kindergarten
through 12th grade
optics educa-
tional programs
worldwide. The funds
will be given to OSA local
sections, which apply for the
grants and donate school
equipment, coordinate lec-
tures and workshops and
assist with science fairs.

The OSA Foundation
supports philanthropic
activities that further optics
education. For more on the
OSA Foundation, visit
www.osa.org/foundation.

— Susannah Lehman

10 Optics & Photonics News ■ February 2004

OSA Today
OPN has given a new look and a new name to its member news section. “OSA Today” provides you with profiles of the
Society’s leaders, information on meetings, and the latest news on awards, local sections, student chapters and OSA’s journals.
Look to “OSA Today” for all your Society news!
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Welcome Students
(Left to right) Hrant Seferyan, Richard Lazarowich, Tim McMillan,
Mike Karavitis, Vahan Ghazarian and Darren Segale are part of
OSA’s new student chapter at the University of California, Irvine
(UCI). In October, the group held an “optical Halloween” event,
which explored the science of night vision.

institute. “We have
over 2,000 living alumni,”

Knox said. “This volume
includes thoughts from a
whole range of people.” The
institute’s Carlos Stroud
organized the collection. It
will be available to all annual
meeting registrants. “The
essays are from the perspec-
tive of people who lived the
history, which makes it come
alive,” he said. Essay topics
include: a mystery thriller set
at the institute during World
War II; the story of the film-
ing of the fourth A-bomb
explosion using a camera that
was developed at the insti-
tute; a mysterious meeting
between the director of the
institute and movie producer
Michael Todd in an airport
bar; and the story of some of
the late-night antics of optics
graduate students.

The call for papers for the
annual meeting closes on
April 21. Visit www.osa.org/
meetings/annual for more
information.

— Kim Douglass

Plenty to 
Celebrate in 
Rochester 
in 2004

New Journal
Editors

O SA welcomes
Gershon Kurizki

of the Weizmann
Institute of Science
(Israel) and Kim
Winick of the
University of
Michigan to Optics

Letters; Kevin
Thompson of Optical
Research Associates
(Westborough, Mass.),
George Barbastathis of the
Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and Jari
Turunen of the University 
of Joensuu (Finland) 
to JOSA A; and David
Shepherd of the University
of Southampton (England)
to Applied Optics.

— Susannah Lehman
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brought together the things
that resonate each year at
OFC: new industry applica-
tions, international breadth
and breaking developments
in the sector,” said Ronald
Esman, the general co-chair
of OFC 2004. “These keynote
speakers offer differing per-
spectives but provide a multi-
faceted view of the current
optical communications
market.”

John P. Stenbit, assistant
secretary of defense, will
address the importance of
DWDM at the Pentagon.
Yong-Kyung Lee, president
and chief executive officer of
KT (Korea Telecom) Corp.,
will discuss the widespread
availability and success of
broadband access in Korea
and the evolution of fiber in
the loop to fiber to the
home. Bill Cadogan, a gen-
eral partner at St. Paul

Congratulations!

L eonard John Otten III,
vice-president and 

chief technical officer of
Kestrel Corporations in
Albuquerque, N.M,
has been awarded the
2003 NATO Science
Partnership Prize for
his groundbreaking
work in ophthalmic
imaging. NATO Secretary
General George Robertson
presented the award to
Otten and Andrey V.
Larichev in an October
ceremony at NATO head-
quarters in Brussels,
Belgium. Otten and

Larichev developed a
high resolution

imaging system
that allows for
the examination 
of live human
retinas. The
technology has

potential for use
in security and

counter-terrorism
efforts.

Otten has been an OSA
member since 1992. He

is married to OSA’s
1997 president,

Janet S. Fender.
— Susannah

Lehman

E very year, the Optical
Fiber Communication

Conference and Exposition
addresses hot topics in opti-
cal communications, includ-
ing those that affect business,
government and academia.
This year’s meeting, sched-
uled for Feb. 22-27 in Los
Angeles, will be no different.

Representing the U.S.
Department of Defense,
Korea Telecom and St. Paul
Venture Capital, keynote
speakers at the plenary ses-
sion will provide a timely
overview of new technolo-
gies, including the use of
dense wavelength division
multiplexing (DWDM) for
defense networks, the impact
of pervasive broadband
access and an analysis of the
carrier sector from a financial
perspective.

“For 2004, we worked to
develop a plenary session that

Venture Capital, will provide
an analysis of the current
state of the carrier sector
and ways to drive financial
recovery.

An awards session will
kick off the keynote presen-
tations. IEEE/ComSoc,
IEEE/LEOS and OSA will
present their fellowship
awards.

Larry A. Coldren, the
Fred Kavli Professor 
of Optoelectronics and
Sensors at the University of
California, Santa Barbara,
will receive the John Tyndall
Award. Tingye Li, who
served as president of OSA
in 1995 and is now a consul-
tant in the field of lightwave
communications, will receive
the IEEE Photonics Award.

Visit www.ofcconference
.org/conference_program/ for
more information about OFC.

— Colleen Morrison

It’s Time for
OFC! John P. Stenbit

Asst. Sec. of Defense
Yong-Kyung Lee

Korea Telecom
Bill Cadogan

St. Paul Venture Capital

Tell us what you think: http://www.osa-opn.org/survey.cfm
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