
A fter a successful run in 2003, OFC’s
“Market Watch: Business and

Technology” is back for another year,
bringing together applications experts
and businesspeople to analyze the optical
communications market.

OFC’s Market Watch, planned for late
February in Los Angeles, is the place to
learn about trends that will drive future
solutions in the areas of semiconductors,
optical components and systems. The
topics and technologies discussed will
directly relate to the products and ser-
vices featured at the OFC exposition,
which runs concurrently.

“If you’re planning to attend the 
conference, you should not miss OFC’s
Market Watch,” said Stuart Elby, vice
president for network architecture 
and enterprise technologies at Verizon
and an OFC participant for more than 
12 years.

“Each session explores the needs of
the optical industry from the viewpoint
of the end customers: the carriers. If
you’re doing research, it provides a ter-
rific context for your work.”

Loudon Blair, chair of the applica-
tions subcommittee for OFC 2004, is
responsible for planning this year’s ses-
sions. “We want to build on the popular-
ity of last year’s OFC Market Watch
event,” said Blair, the senior director of
optical network architecture at CIENA.
“We are revisiting four topics that gener-
ated a lot of interest last year and adding
two new sessions. Of course, thanks to a
very dynamic marketplace, the content
will be entirely different.”

The new sessions are “Competitive
Issues of Optical Networking,” on
Feb. 25, and “Out of the Gloom:
Stagnation or Growth,” on Feb. 26.
Both days will include two, two-hour
sessions, followed by question-and-
answer periods. Times and locations for
OFC’s Market Watch have been coordi-
nated so that participants can easily

attend all sessions and still have plenty
of time to explore the exhibit hall.

Global market potential
This session will explore why different
network and architecture approaches are
being pursued in different regions of the
world. For example, while ADSL service
in North America is typically fed into an
ATM network, other countries are con-
sidering the use of Ethernet to backhaul
this type of service. Speakers will
address service provider spending;
geographical and application growth
segments; areas of continuing spending
consolidation; service directions; and
emerging technologies.

Dana Cooperson, director of opti-
cal networks services for RHK Inc.
Presentations, will deliver a talk enti-
tled: “Global ON: Is Growth Too Much
to Ask For?” Alan Gibbemeyer, general
manager of optical networks for
Siemens ICN, will discuss “Market
Perspective: A Global Optical Equip-
ment Vendor’s Challenges and
Benefits.” David Britts, partner at
ComVentures, will address “Venture
Investment in Optical: What’s Next?”
And Ryan Limaye, managing director
and co-head of Telecommunications
Investment Banking Group, Goldman,
Sachs & Company, will make a presen-
tation called “Wall Street Perspectives.”

Technology trends
While the market has paused
in recent years, the march
of technology development
has continued. This session
explores the new equipment
that will be on the market
once the economy picks 
up again. Specifically, this

session will examine trends in semicon-
ductors, optical communications and
subsystems, and systems and the invest-
ment climate.

Speakers and topics include: “Chal-
lenges, Opportunities and Pitfalls in
Optical Components Markets,” Sanjay
Subhedar, general partner at Storm
Ventures; “Technology Trends in Optical
Components and Subsystems,” Stan
Lumish, chief technology officer, com-
munications, JDS Uniphase; “What's
New in Metro Optical Networking,”
Rajiv Ramaswami, vice president and
chief technology officer (optical trans-
port business unit) with Cisco Systems;
“Silicon Advances: Driving Network
Cost and Functionality,” Vish Akella,
chairman and chief executive officer of
Ample Communications; and “Next-
Generation Optical Technologies and
Architectures,” Serge Melle, vice presi-
dent of account marketing at Infinera.

Broadband access 
drives the recovery
Speakers in this session will tackle the
challenges of getting more bandwidth
into the home. Now that the first phase
of worldwide broadband deployment
based on DSL and cable modems is well
underway, service providers in cable and
the telecom industries are gearing up 
for the next phase.
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FTTP (Fiber-To-The-Premise) net-
works are a key initiative in broad-
band—one that may be helping to drive
the telecom recovery. This technology,
which has been in the trial phase for
years, can deliver much more capacity to
consumers but historically has been
costly to install. New developments are
making it more viable, and FTTP is now
being deployed in East Asia and in the
western United States.

Speakers will include Chris Rice,
senior vice president of network plan-
ning and engineering for SBC Commun-
ications, who oversees an organization of
2,600 employees; Hiromichi Shinohara,
executive manager for NTT Access Labs
(Japan) and an expert on FTTP imple-
mentation; and Andrew Odlyzko, direc-
tor of the Interdisciplinary Digital
Technology Center at the University of
Minnesota and a well-known expert on
the economics of e-commerce and
telecommunications.

Competition in networking
This session will examine changes in the
competitive landscape. As a result of
deregulation, carriers are expanding
market share by penetrating one
another’s market space. Cable compa-
nies, for example, now offer Web access
and telephone services in addition to
television; phone companies are offering
Internet connectivity and broadband
media services.

Speakers will address two areas. First,
as carriers move out of their traditional
market space to compete in non-tradi-
tional areas, what new trends in architec-
ture and technology are emerging?
Second, which strategies and technolo-
gies are carriers pursuing to increase
competitiveness? For example, speakers
will address the strategy of “future-
proofing” a carrier’s networks.

Stuart Elby, vice president for net-
work architecture and enterprise tech-

nologies at Verizon, will make a presen-
tation called “Business Continuity and
the Need to Interconnect.” Balan Nair,
vice president for technology manage-
ment at Qwest Communications, will
discuss network disruption.

Business and management 
This popular panel discussion has ener-
gized earlier Market Watch attendees.
Speakers will include John E. Bowers,
chief technology officer and co-founder
of Calient Networks, who will discuss
how newer technology companies can
“wait out” the downturn; K.O. Chia,
managing director of Walden
International, will explore doing busi-
ness in Asia, particularly in China;
Christopher Rust, chief executive officer
and founder, Mahi Networks, will focus
on how an emerging supplier with a
good idea can break through to sell to a
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June 27- July 2, San Francisco, Calif.
Submission deadline: Jan. 20, Noon EST

www.osa.org/oaa
www.osa.org/ipr

Optical Fiber Communication
Conference and Exposition (OFC)

Feb. 22-27, Los Angeles, Calif.
Housing deadline: Jan. 20

Advanced registration deadline: Jan. 23
Postdeadline submission deadline: Feb. 22

All deadlines are Noon PST 
www.ofcconference.org

major carrier; and Gary Trimm, presi-
dent and chief executive officer, OpVista
Inc., will discuss  the economics for
deployment of Gigabit Ethernet Optics
in cable systems.

Stagnation or growth?
This session will examine the industry
through a different lens, taking a longer-
term look at whether the models that the
industry has operated thus far will be
sustainable in the future. If not, what
needs to change? 

Speakers will include Drew Lanza, a
general partner at Morgenthaler who has
held senior operating positions in the
telecom industry for more than 15 years;
Stagg Newman, senior practice expert at
McKinsey & Company, who will moder-
ate the session; Brant Thompson, vice
president of wireline, wireless equip-
ment, global investment research at
Goldman Sachs; and Thomas G. Willis,
managing director at Intel Capital. Willis
was the product line manager for the
world's first 286 systems.

For more details on OFC’s Market
Watch, please visit http://www.ofcmar-
ketwatch.org

Scott Dempsey is a writer based in Washington, D.C.

As carriers move out of their traditional market space 
to compete in non-traditional areas, what new trends 
in architecture and technology are emerging? 
Which strategies and technologies are carriers 
pursuing to increase competitiveness?

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
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