
A new conference aimed at giving
product development engineers
and applications specialists an

opportunity to interact with experts and
exchange ideas on new products will be
launched May 17-20, 2004, in San
Francisco, Calif. PhAST—short for
Photonic Applications, Systems and
Technologies—is co-sponsored by OSA,
the American Physical Society (APS)
Division of Laser Science and the
Institute of Electronic Engineers/Laser
and Electro-Optics Society (IEEE/
LEOS). It will coincide with CLEO/
IQEC, the Conference on Lasers and
Electro-Optics and the International
Quantum Electronics Conference.

Designed to provide product engi-
neers with an overview of emerging
application areas, the new conference
will focus on next-generation devices
and scientific advances, with sessions
that address the process by which inno-
vations in optics and photonics move

from the lab to the market. The meeting
format includes time after each presen-
tation for one-on-one interaction
between speakers and participants.

On a “PhAST track” 
Papers are being solicited for two applica-
tion tracks, or topical areas: lasers in
manufacturing and photonics for home-
land and national security. Submissions
to the first track will be peer-reviewed by
a committee chaired by Leonard
Marabella of JDS Uniphase. Submissions
to the second track will be peer-reviewed
by a committee chaired by John
Pellegrino of the Army Research
Laboratory. PhAST will also feature sym-
posia on biophotonics instrumentation,
photonics in nanotechnology and the
commercialization of semiconductor
photonics. For more information, visit
www.phastconference.org.

“As someone who has worked on both
the research and applications sides of the

spectrum, I felt the industry was lacking a
conference with the unique combination
of these two very similar, but also dis-
tinctly different, industry groups,” said
Peter F. Moulton of Q-PEAK Inc.
Moulton and Steven Brueck of the
University of New Mexico are the general
co-chairs of the new meeting. Explains
Brueck, who is also chair of long-range
planning for CLEO: “The CLEO Long
Range Planning Committee determined
the best way to fill the void was to
develop new programs that will embrace
CLEO’s audience while bringing a differ-
ent, applications-oriented perspective to
the table.”

Networking opportunities
PhAST will give product development
engineers and applications specialists the
opportunity to exchange ideas on the use
of optics in new products. It will debut a
format that builds in one-on-one interac-
tion time after each series of presenta-
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tions, offering attendees the opportunity
to network with industry leaders in each
specialty area. The sessions are designed
to allow time for discussion of new tech-
niques and exchange of design and how-
to insights with the experts.

“It’s great to see the organizing com-
mittee address the needs of the working
engineer with a meeting unique in con-
tent and format,” said Milton Chang of
Incubic. “Where else could I engage in
one-on-one conversations with leaders
who have designed successful products,
won Nobel prizes, built companies and
been awarded significant contracts? This
is a nice add-on to the traditional great
CLEO program.”

Another significant component of
PhAST is industry analysis. Chang will
lead several business-focused sessions,
including a panel discussion on current
market trends. A “meet-the-experts” lun-
cheon will be a forum for discussions of
significant business developments.

Exhibition
The CLEO exhibition will be expanded to
include more companies that fall in line
with PhAST topics. Exhibitors will be
given the opportunity to showcase their
technologies by submitting a product or
service presentation for peer-review and
demonstration during the PhAST con-
ference. Selected “innovation presenta-
tions” will be highlighted during
40-minute sessions on each topic area
addressed in the course of the conference.
A volunteer review committee, made up
of a field of experts, will select submis-
sions for presentation. Submissions will
be judged on impact, functionality, life
expectancy, industry significance and
innovation. The highest scoring presenta-
tion will receive the PhAST Innovation
Award. The submission deadline is
March 15, 2004.

“PhAST will provide relevant pro-
gramming to engineers,” said OSA

Executive Director Elizabeth A. Rogan.
“The CLEO/IQEC co-sponsors are very
enthusiastic about this new conference.
OSA’s goal is to provide cutting-edge
information to the scientific and business
communities, and PhAST will help us
achieve this objective. The meeting fills a
void in the market and facilitates interac-
tion between researchers and engineers.
We’re looking forward to this inaugural
event and to the new ideas and relation-
ships it will establish.”

Colleen Morrison (cmorri@osa.org) is OSA’s media
relations manager.
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