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International
Encyclopedia of
Environmental

Politics
John Barry, E. Gene Frankland, Eds.

Routledge, 2002
ISBN 041520285X

513 pages, $150 (hardcover)

REVIEWED BY BOGDAN HOANCA

Environmental politics is a topic that
has become more and more impor-

tant these days, as environmental mili-
tancy and economic uncertainty have
expanded to a global scale. While there
are several encyclopedias in print that
deal with environmental issues in gen-
eral, the International Encyclopedia of
Environmental Politics is unique in its
combined focus on the “international”
and the “politics.” The result of many
years of work by over 160 experts is a
series of 500-plus self-contained and jar-
gon-free encyclopedia entries, each one
on either global issues or global coverage
of local issues.

The coverage reads very much like an
environmental atlas, with chapter topics
ranging from “African environmental
politics” to “State or international envi-
ronmental organizations.” Global issues
like food production and water quality
are also covered, but always with a clear
geographical focus. For example, one can
look up Germany and learn about the
issues facing the environmental move-
ment, major environmental disasters in
the country, political parties with an

environmental focus and key people in
the German environmental movement.

The book is truly designed as an ency-
clopedia, with entries organized alpha-
betically. Cross references are provided
for every entry, in the body of the entry
(in boldface type) as well as at the end, as
a “see also” list. Instead of a table of con-
tents, the book opens with a thematic
entry list (with subheadings like the ones
quoted earlier in this review). At the end
of the encyclopedia there is an extensive
index of countries, people and key terms.
With these powerful tools, the book is
very easy to navigate. One can easily and
quickly retrieve the information needed.

The focus of the entries is rather gen-
eral. The authors restricted the scope of
their reviews so as to maximize the num-
ber of topics covered; entries provide a
basic understanding of the issue or politi-
cal figures rather than a thorough discus-
sion of issues. Few if any of the entries
exceed four pages in length. Instead,
where applicable, each entry includes sev-
eral references as a path to the more in-
depth information that is beyond the
scope of the book. The longest entries in
the volume are up to 3,000 words and

cover large countries such as China or the
Russian Federation, or the more extensive
general topics.

When describing controversial issues,
both sides of the debate are presented,
and the authors try to remain objective.
Still, most if not all the contributors are
in academia or in environmental organi-
zations, so not surprisingly, a “green” bias
is noticeable. For obvious geographical
and political reasons, the coverage is
skewed toward the Western hemisphere.
For example, there are almost 80 entries
under “American environmental politics”
and only two under “Chinese environ-
mental politics.” Also, instead of country
by country coverage, regional entries are
sometimes used to strike a compromise
between achieving geographical breadth
and keeping the number of entries under
control.

Written by experts in the field in a
clear and simple style, this volume is a
unique reference. It is equally accessible
and useful to both the technical and non-
technical communities.

Bogdan Hoanca (afbh@uaa.alaska.edu) is assistant
professor at the University of Alaska, Anchorage.

Topics covered include:

• the physiological underpin-
nings of color vision, color
matching and discrimination;

• color appearance and systems 
to specify it;

• the physics and chemistry of
color and color reproduction. 

OSA published the original edition
of The Science of Color in 1953. 
It sold for more than 40 years
through eight printings.

Order online at www.osa.org/pubs/bookstore2
Members, $78; Nonmembers, $95

THE SCIENCE OF COLOR
2nd Edition, Steven K. Shevell, Ed. 

The Science of Color reviews principles and facts 
underlying the interdisciplinary field of color.  
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