
T eX, a typesetting tool used by scien-
tists and engineers worldwide, has

the disadvantage of being incompatible
with most other software. Although TeX
allows us to easily prepare professional
looking documents that are full of com-
plicated mathematical expressions, it is
not easy to copy the resulting text with
formulas into other text processors. In
many cases this is not a problem because
material written in TeX can be distrib-
uted as a portable document format
(PDF) file that can be viewed and printed
on all computers and operating systems
using widely available free software.

But the situation becomes compli-
cated if you want a colleague who doesn’t
have TeX to be able to edit your docu-
ment or use portions of it in his or her
own work. Text copied from PDF files
can be pasted into any word processor
but if you try the same with formulas, the
result will be disappointing. In PDF, a
formula is not a single object but rather a
set of characters positioned on a page.
For this reason, to convert a TeX file into,
say, a Microsoft Word or PowerPoint doc-
ument, you must copy the text and retype
all the formulas using Microsoft
Equation Editor or Design Science
MathType. Of course, this is not very
convenient.

One way to solve this problem is to
use TeX2Word, a program written by
Chikrii Softlab. It converts TeX docu-
ments into native Word format with
translation of all mathematical expres-
sions into fully functional MathType
equations so that you can double-click on
the equations and edit them as if they
had been created manually in MathType.
The appearance of the text is also pre-
served. Although TeX2Word doesn’t
“understand” all LaTeX commands
(which means that some reformatting
may be required after conversion), the
program accomplishes the main goal: it
takes a TeX file and imports it—with all
the mathematics—into Word. Then you

can work with the resulting document in
Word, or copy text and math from Word
into any other Windows program you
need to use.

Installing TeX2Word
TeX2Word is shareware that costs $99 (or
$45 with an academic discount). Users
can evaluate it free of charge for 30 days.
Download the file tex2word.exe from
www.chikrii.com/products/tex2word/dl/.
Make sure MS Word is not running, run
tex2word.exe and follow the installation
instructions. After you have accepted the
license agreement, you will be asked if
you want to evaluate or unlock the pro-
gram. Choose “Evaluate.” Then select the
destination directories; you may simply
accept the defaults. The remainder of the
installation proceeds automatically. After
it is finished, you can begin using
TeX2Word.

To use TeX2Word, you will need MS
Word 97 and MathType 4, or more recent

versions of these programs. If you don’t
have MathType, go to www.dessci.com/
en/products/mathtype/win/mteval.asp
and download the current version. After
30 days, if you don’t purchase it, it will
switch to Lite mode but will continue to
work normally with TeX2Word.

Although using TeX2Word is so sim-
ple you won’t usually need any documen-
tation, you will find a manual called
tex2word.pdf in the folder where you
installed the program (usually \Program
Files\TeX2Word\).

If you decide to use TeX2Word after
the evaluation period expires, go to
www.chikrii.com/store/ and buy a
license. When you have received your
license number, go to www.chikrii.com/
store/unlock/ and follow the simple
instructions given there.

Using TeX2Word
TeX2Word has a very simple interface—
or rather, almost no interface at all. To
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convert a file into Word format, open the
.tex file in Word to automatically launch
TeX2Word. A progress report window
appears. If TeX2Word understands all the
commands in your .tex file, you import
your file into Word by pressing OK. You
can now work with the file as you nor-
mally would with a Word document.

In many cases, however, TeX2Word
will display error messages alerting you
to problems with your document. This
doesn’t always mean you have errors in
your TeX file. TeX2Word is based on its
own TeX compiler, called pseudoTeX. It
is compatible with TeX/LaTeX but

introduces some new commands
(described in tex2word.pdf) and
doesn’t understand some LaTeX com-
mands (e.g., \verb, \framebox, \math-
cal). This causes error messages to
appear during conversion. These errors
are not critical, however, and the corre-
sponding commands are simply
ignored. In addition, some LaTeX com-
mands cannot be adequately repre-
sented in Word. For example, Word
doesn’t distinguish between \epsilon
and \varepsilon or between \sl and \it;
nor can it accept use of a decimal point
as a column separator in a table.

As a result, your document in Word
will not always look exactly the same as it
does when compiled with LaTeX and
viewed in the form of a device indepen-
dent (.dvi) file. You will probably want to
reformat it in places. Before converting
your file with TeX2Word or giving it to
someone who will use TeX2Word instead
of TeX, don’t forget to check your origi-
nal file by compiling it with LaTeX to
eliminate unnecessary errors.

In conclusion, TeX2Word makes TeX
more compatible with other Windows
software. It accurately converts all math
to MathType equations and, with some
exceptions, preserves the appearance of a
document.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This column itself was con-
verted using TeX2Word for typesetting.
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