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Educators’ Day
The annual meeting will also be the scene
of Educators’ Day, a popular program
that provides a high quality learning
experience for local primary and sec-
ondary school science teachers.
Organized and presented by optics edu-
cation experts, the workshops—to be
held Oct. 10—include hands-on activities
and experiments teachers can reproduce
in their own classrooms. This year’s pro-
gram is conducted by master teacher
trainers from the National Optical
Astronomy Observatory (NOAO) and
General Atomics, San Diego, Calif. A reg-
ular fixture at OSA’s annual meetings,
Educators’ Day has met with such success
that it has recently been conducted at the
National Science Teachers Association
Annual Meeting. There, the extremely
successful series of workshops typically
draws standing room only audiences.

Local section and 
student chapter outreach
OSA local sections and student chapters
are providing valuable educational out-
reach in their communities. For example,
the Optics Suitcase, developed and dis-
tributed by OSA’s Rochester Section, is an
internationally recognized series of class-
room demonstrations that gets middle
school children excited about careers in
technology and optics. The New England
Local Section is just one of the many OSA
local sections active in local and state sci-
ence fairs and other educational 
initiatives.

Educational collaboration
Over the past few years, OSA and SPIE
have worked together in educational out-
reach. In 2001, the two were funded
through a National Science Foundation
(NSF) planning grant to identify oppor-
tunities to develop new programs. The
goal is to design a comprehensive initia-
tive that addresses the needs of the optical
science and engineering communities.

In November 2002, OSA and SPIE
submitted a $1.7-million joint proposal to
the NSF entitled: “Hands-On Optics.” If

funded, the three-year program, which
also involves NOAO and Mathematics
Engineering Science Achievement, will be
launched in the fall. The program would
introduce almost 40,000 students from
underserved groups to optics.

This year, OSA is managing the 2003
Education and Training in Optics and
Photonics (ETOP) conference. ETOP, a
biennial international education confer-
ence, is co-sponsored by OSA, SPIE and
the International Commission for Optics.
It brings together scientists and engineers
from optics and related disciplines to dis-
cuss how best to meet the needs of
today’s society. A highlight of ETOP 2003
will be presentations by Nobel laureates
Nicolaas Bloembergen of the University
of Arizona and Carl Weiman of the
University of Colorado, Boulder.

Finally, I would like to call your atten-
tion to the Optics Education Directory,
posted online at OpticsEducation.org, a
searchable directory of optics education
programs throughout the world. Using
the site’s search capabilities, students can
find the optics program that best fits
their interest. Detailed descriptions 
and links to each school are provided,
along with information on admission
requirements, tuition and resources.
OpticsEducation.org and the printed
directory are co-published by OSA and
SPIE. More than 260 programs in 39
countries are now listed.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

L earning and education are lifelong
endeavors. OSA has a deep commit-

ment to providing resources and infor-
mation to students at all levels, teachers,
parents and optics professionals. I want
to take this opportunity to describe some
of the exciting educational activities
being pursued this year by OSA.

OpticsForKids.org
In 2002, OSA launched a comprehen-
sive optics education Web resource:
OpticsForKids.org. The site invites young
students, teachers and parents to explore
the world of optics and learn how it
affects their everyday lives. Visitors can
find answers to questions such as: “Why
are sunsets red?”“Why is the sky blue?”
“Why do stars twinkle?” Optics principles
are defined in laymen’s terms. Teachers
can access a database of ideas on how to
integrate optics into their classrooms.
OpticsForKids.org has received the
Golden Web Award and other accolades.
One of the most popular areas of the site
is the extensive database of articles on
optics and lesson plans for elementary
and secondary school teachers. The site is
now being redesigned and enhanced. We
hope to unveil the new site later this year.

Forum on Education
The Forum on Education has become an
integral part of OSA’s annual meeting,
now called Frontiers in Optics. The
forum offers important informational
resources to participants who contribute
their time and talent to promoting optics
in local schools and communities. The
aim of the one-day program is to address
issues related to optics education at all
levels, from primary school to university.
This year the forum has been modified
slightly to complement the 2003
Education and Training in Optics and
Photonics (ETOP) Conference, which
will also be held in conjunction with
OSA’s annual meeting in Tucson, Ariz.,
Oct. 6-8. This year’s forum, entitled, “Best
Practices,” will address issues that affect
students and teachers at the regional,
national and international levels.

OSA’s Educational Initiatives

For more information about OSA’s 
educational programs, please contact 
Jason Briggs (jbrigg@osa.org).


