
2003 OSA/New
Focus Awards

O SA and New Focus Inc.
have awarded Michael

M. Mielke the grand prize 
of $10,000 in the 2003 OSA 
New Focus Student Awards.
Mielke’s project,“123 chan-
nels � 6 GHz from a hybridly
modelocked multiwavelength
semiconductor laser,” demon-
strated a gain-flattened laser
that generates pulses at 750
megahertz in 123 wavelength
channels. Mielke, a graduate
research assistant in ultrafast
photonics at the University of
Central Florida (UCF), has
been the recipient of several
other prestigious awards.

The OSA/New Focus
Student Award was founded
in 1987 to honor and support
students in optics. To be con-
sidered for this award, stu-

implement at CASPR include
expanding the research areas
to encompass biophotonics
and nanophotonics and pro-
moting the recruitment of
women and minorities at the
doctoral level.

Student Chapter
Moves On 
Post-SARS

O SA’s Shanghai Institute
of Optics & Fine

Mechanics student chapter,
which was closed in April fol-
lowing the SARS outbreak,
was able to resume its activi-
ties in time for graduation in
June. The chapter held a grad-
uation party, attended by the
entire chapter, for seven grad-
uating students. The chair-
man, Nengli Dai, said that the
chapter currently has 28
members and plans an active
schedule this fall with lec-
tures, trips and visits to local
optics companies.

devices for telecommunica-
tions”; Kenneth Kin-Yip
Wong, Stanford University,
Palo Alto, Calif., “Continuous-
wave fiber optical parametric
amplifier with 60 dB using a
novel two-segment design”;
Felix Brunner, Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology,
Zurich, “High-power fem-
tosecond lasers and nonlinear
devices”; Bradley Ferguson,
Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute, Troy, N.Y.,
“Linearized inverse scattering
for three dimensional tera-
hertz imaging.”

Past OSA
President 
Joins UMBC

Anthony Johnson, OSA’s
2002 president, has

joined the University of
Maryland, Baltimore County
(UMBC) as director of the
Center for Advanced Studies
in Photonics Research
(CASPR). Most recently,
Johnson was the chair of the
physics department at the
New Jersey Institute of
Technology (NJIT).

CASPR was founded by a
NASA grant in
2002 as a central-
ized research cen-
ter for photonics
studies at UMBC.
It brings together
research in math,
engineering, com-
puter science and
physics. One of its
primary functions
is to aid businesses and uni-
versity researchers in develop-
ing commercial uses for new
technology. Johnson said that
the new initiatives he plans to

dents must be nominated by
an OSA member, be an active
OSA student member and
have three letters of recom-
mendation if they are selected
as a finalist. Six finalists were
chosen this year from nearly
40 applicants. The finalists
presented their research in an
oral session at CLEO/QELS
on June 2 in Baltimore, Md.
The five other finalists were:
Joel McCajah Hales,
University of Central Florida,
“Resonant enhancement of
nondegenerate two-photon
absorption in organics”;
Ju Han Lee, University of
Southampton, “Holey fiber
based nonlinear optical
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(From left to right) Bradley
Ferguson, Joel Hales, Ju Han Lee,
Nadim Maluf, Kenneth Kin-Yip
Wong, Michael Mielke, Felix
Brunner.

(Left to right) Shanghai Institute
of Optics & Fine Mechanics stu-
dent chapter members Junjiang
Hu, Qitao Zhao, Nengli Dai,
Peng Xi, Lei Wen, Jianhu Yang
and Zhongmin Yang.

Mark Your Calendars!
Optical Fiber Communication 

Conference & Exposition (OFC 2004)
Feb. 22-27, 2004,  Los Angeles, Calif.

Paper submission deadline: Sept. 5, Noon EST
www.ofcconference.org.

Advanced Solid-State Photonics 
Feb. 1-4, 2004, Eldorado Hotel, Santa Fe, N.M.
Paper submission deadline: Sept. 29, Noon EST

www.osa.org/meetings/topicals/ASSP.

Laser Applications to Chemical and 
Environmental Analysis (LACEA)
Feb. 9-11, 2004, Annapolis, Md.

Paper submission deadline: Oct. 17, Noon EST
www.osa.org/lacea.


