
members in Korea, tour their
lab facilities and discuss the
excellent optical research and
development work being done
there.

Another important agree-
ment has linked OSA with the
International Centre of
Theoretical Physics (ICTP) in
Trieste, Italy. OSA has been a
sponsor of the ICTP Winter
College in Optics since 1999.
In 2003, OSA significantly
increased its involvement with
ICTP. We shipped three tons of
books, digests and CD-ROMs
to ICTP for distribution to sci-
entists and libraries in develop-
ing nations. OSA also began
participating in ICTP’s e-jour-

nals service (www.edjs.org), which is
aimed at enabling free access to current
scientific literature. The goal is to dis-
tribute scientific articles via e-mail to sci-
entists in institutions in developing
countries who do not have access to suffi-
cient bandwidth to download material
from the Internet in a timely manner or
cannot afford the connection. Providing
scientists with literature to support their
research is a key component of OSA’s
international outreach.

Finally, I am pleased to report that in
2003, there has been a boom in new OSA
student chapters and local sections out-
side the U.S. We welcome the sections in
India and Ukraine and the student chap-
ters in India, Brazil, Canada, China and
Colombia. Keep up the good work! 

Information about how to start an 
OSA local section and/or student 
chapter in your country can be found 
at www.osa.org.
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O SA has a long-standing
tradition of partnering

with optical societies around
the world. These partnerships
allow members of our sister
societies to participate in OSA
activities and vice versa. They
also enable development of
joint programs. OSA has estab-
lished cooperative agreements
with: the Australian Optical
Society; the Chinese Optical
Society; the Japanese Society 
of Applied Physics; the 
Italian Society of Optics and
Photonics; the Optical Society
of Korea; the European
Physical Society; the D. S.
Rozhdestvensky Optical
Society; and the Academia
Mexicana de Optics.

In Munich in June, OSA sponsored
the European Conference on Lasers and
Electro-Optics/European Quantum
Electronics Conference, managed by the
European Physical Society. The meeting,
which was collocated with the LASER
2003 trade show, featured more than
1,000 contributed and invited papers 
and counted about 1,300 attendees. The
European Conference on Biomedical
Optics (ECBO), co-sponsored by OSA
and SPIE, was also held in Munich in
June. ECBO featured nearly 300 presen-
tations and attracted 350 attendees.
Given the already high level of activity,
OSA’s International Council took the
opportunity to hold its own meeting in
Munich. It was the first time the council
had met outside North America. As 
part of the proceedings, OSA Executive
Director Liz Rogan and International
Council Chair Angela Guzmán hosted a
reception so that OSA members from dif-
ferent countries could network in a social
setting.

I have had the privilege of representing
OSA at the annual meetings of two sister
societies. In July 2002, I traveled “down
under” to attend the annual meeting of
the Australian Optical Society (AOS),

which was held in Sydney in conjunction
with the Australian Institute of Physics
Congress. At the AOS meeting, I gave a
plenary talk and presented joint OSA-
SPIE travel awards for the two best stu-
dent posters to Florian Englich and
Martin de Jonge. It was wonderful to hear
firsthand about the important work being
done in Australia and New Zealand.

In February 2003, I traveled to Inchon,
Korea, to attend the annual meeting of
the Optical Society of Korea (OSK),
where I presented a plenary talk and met
with OSK officers to discuss ways in
which OSA and OSK could provide
added value to our members in Korea. I
was very proud to present the first OSA-
OSK student travel award to Seunghoon
Han, a doctoral candidate at Seoul
National University’s OEQE Lab School
of Electrical Engineering. Seunghoon
Han will use the award to attend the 2003
OSA Frontiers in Optics meeting in
Tucson, Ariz. I was able to visit and give
talks at several universities and compa-
nies. It was great to meet our OSA 

OSA’s Commitment
To International Activities and Outreach 

OSA President G. Michael Morris at the sym-
posium on photonics held at Ajou University,
Suwon, Korea, in Feb. 2003.


