
One of the pleasures of being OSA
president is having the opportunity

to talk with members of OSA’s local 
sections on their own turf. I find it fasci-
nating to visit different universities, com-
panies and laboratories to discuss the
activities being pursued in each region.

There are now 28 OSA local sections
with more than 2,840 members world-
wide. There are 21 local sections in the
U.S., two in Canada and one each in
India, Japan, Taiwan, Thailand and
Ukraine. The local sections in India and
Ukraine, established in 2003, are the
newest additions to the OSA family.

OSA’s local sections are a valuable
resource to their communities. In addi-
tion to biweekly or monthly dinner and
speaker series, most have established
innovative educational outreach pro-
grams. Some have developed optics kits
or “road shows” that members and local
teachers can use to demonstrate optics
principles and phenomena in the class-
room. The Optics Suitcase, developed
and distributed by the OSA Rochester
Section, is an internationally known in-
class demo that gets middle school chil-
dren excited about careers in technology
and optics. Some local sections have
organized workshops for science teach-
ers. Many are active in their local and
state science fairs.

In 2002, OSA awarded $1,000
Excellence Awards to two local sections—
the New England Section and the Ann
Arbor Section—in recognition of their
innovative educational outreach pro-
grams. The Excellence Awards program
was established to recognize the out-
standing achievements of local sections
in advocacy and community programs.
The New England Section participated in
the Massachusetts State Science Fair; the
Ann Arbor Section held an industrial and
student research “snapshot night,” during
which two local optics companies were
invited to present 15-minute overviews of
their activities and specific problems to
which they were seeking solutions.

Several local sections have either spon-
sored or participated in regional technical
conferences. An example is “Optics in 
the Southeast,” which showcases optics
research and other initiatives in universi-
ties, companies, laboratories and organi-
zations. This program, organized by the
OSA local sections in the region, has 
been hosted by the University of North
Carolina-Charlotte, Clemson University,

the University of Alabama at Huntsville
and the School of Optics at the University
of Central Florida (CREOL). The
Southwestern Ontario Local Section and
the Québec Local Section play a key role
in the organization of Photonics North, a
national photonics conference in Canada.

OSA has a number of programs to
support local sections:

• Once a year, each local section may
host either an Eastman lecturer or a
Presidential lecturer. OSA pays the
speaker’s travel expenses and provides
an honorarium;

• All local sections have the opportunity
to apply annually for an activity grant

of up to $1,000 to help support 
specific educational projects;

• Each local section member receives 
a copy of Focal Point, the quarterly 
e-newsletter written by and for OSA
local section and student chapter
members around the world;

• All local sections receive free copies 
of Optics & Photonics News;

• OSA will provide lists of its members
in each area to help local sections
recruit new members;

• All local section leaders are invited
annually to attend the Local Section
Leadership Conference;

• Local Section Excellence Awards
($1,000) are given in recognition of
outstanding program activities;

• OSA hosts local section Web sites.

Are you a member of your local sec-
tion? If not, you should be! Get involved
with other optics professionals and
become a resource for your community.
Help spark excitement about our disci-
pline in the next generation of optical 
scientists and engineers.

Information about how to contact
your local section or how to start a local
section in your area, along with an events
calendar and newsletters, can be found at
www.osa.org/golocal.
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For more information about local section
activities, see page 12.

Marc Daigle of the New England Section
shows some Massachusetts teachers how a
laser works.
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