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ICTP Winter
College Meets

T he Winter College on
Biophotonics: Optical

Imaging and Manipulation
of Cells met in Trieste, Italy,
in February. Organized 
by the Abdus Salam
International Centre for
Theoretical Physics (ICTP),
the Winter College helps 
students and professors 
from developing nations 
foster the sciences in their
own countries. This year’s
program included lectures 
by internationally recognized
experts, including many OSA
members, discussions and
laboratory demonstrations.
OSA recently signed an
agreement to participate in
ICTP’s e-journals system,
which will use e-mail to
bring current scientific 
literature to scientists in
developing nations.
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Science has been part of Vasudevan
Lakshminarayanan’s life from the start.

His father was an esteemed mathematician
who led his son between California and the
south Indian city of Madras for various 
academic pursuits. It was in a University of
Southern California laboratory that young
Lakshminarayanan accidentally burned his
retina playing with lasers. That macular hole
helped shape his career. “I went to a retinal
surgeon in Madras [India], and he asked 
me to come to his clinic and look at the
instrumentation.”

In college, he considered a 
career as a theoretical physicist. But
Lakshminarayanan, who today volunteers
for animal welfare, felt strongly about help-
ing others. He thought a biology-based field
would offer more opportunities to serve.
Also, “I had fallen in
love with proteins and
protein structures.”

“I became a pacifist
very early,” he said,
having graduated from
a Los Angeles high
school with a commu-
nity of students
strongly opposed to
the Vietnam War.

Lakshminarayanan
attended the
University of
California at Berkeley
because of its vision
program. He studied how rods and cones
behave like fiber-optic devices. He worked
for several years as a scientist with the 
medical and pharmaceutical company
Allergan Therapeutics. But he was better
suited for a career in academia, he said,
and in 1993, he accepted a joint appoint-
ment in physics and optometry at the
University of Missouri.

Lakshminarayanan has been honored as
a Fellow by OSA, as well as by the Institute
of Physics, the American Academy of
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Optometry and the American Optometric
Foundation. He is a voracious reader, and
has published extensively on subjects rang-

ing from quantum
chemistry and cogni-
tive science to bioengi-
neering and optics.

For the next 
several years, he is 
serving as a scholar
with the Institute for
Theoretical Physics 
at the University of
California, Santa
Barbara.

As chair of
OSA’s Membership 
and Education 
Services Council,

Lakshminarayanan wants to ensure that 
the organization has an international focus.
“That means we publish the best journals,
we have high-class meetings with very high
standards on cutting-edge topics and we
encourage the development of optical 
science all over the world.

“Optics is an area where, with relatively
inexpensive materials, [developing] coun-
tries can develop their work force… There 
is talent everywhere. We should nurture 
this talent.”

Vasudevan Lakshminarayanan
Chair, MES Council
Goes by: “Vengu”
Lives: Bel-Nor Village, Missouri
Works: College of Optometry, University 
of Missouri-St. Louis
Education: Bachelor’s and master’s degrees
in physics, University of Madras, India; 
doctorate in physiological optics, 
University of California, Berkeley.

Vasudevan Lakshminarayanan stands
between Peter Garrett (left) and Jim
Moginie of the Australian band Midnight
Oil, one of Lakshminarayanan’s favorites.




