
OFC 2003 
Draws 15,000

Despite war and a sluggish
economy, more than

15,000 people attended 
the 2003 Optical Fiber
Communication Conference
and Exposition (OFC) in
Atlanta, Georgia, in late
March. This was down from
32,000 attendees in 2002.
Research paper submissions
reached an all-time high,
at 1325—a 9 percent increase
over 2002. Nearly 900 
companies hosted exhibits 
at the event.

“Though attendance was
down this year, the conference
was in full force, with key
technical and product
advancements unveiled and
new business programming,”
OSA Executive Director
Elizabeth Rogan said.

OFC 2004 will be 
held February 22-27 in 
Los Angeles.

Joe J. Tiee 
Asian American
Engineer of 
the Year

The Chinese
Institute of

Engineers has
named Joe J. Tiee
the 2003 Asian
American
Engineer of the
Year. The award 
is presented to a
member of the Asian
American community who
has shown excellence in 
education, professional
achievement, participation 

and technology. In support of
this program, OSA recently
developed a new online
resource directory to help
grade-school teachers contact
guest speakers who are willing
to visit classrooms to share
their scientific experiences
and knowledge. Names in the
directory include representa-
tives of OSA local sections,
student chapters, corporate
associate member companies
and the Council of
Engineering and Scientific
Society Executives. Educators
can access the online 
directory at www.osa.org/
education/resources. Anyone
wishing to volunteer should
send an e-mail to OSA staff
at opticseducation@osa.org.

his lidar-related work.
Tiee was presented with the
Engineer of the Year Award 
at a banquet on February 22.

OSA Supports
Excellence in
Science Program

T he federal Office of
Science and Technology

Policy sponsors the
Excellence in
Science,
Technology
and
Mathematics
Education
(ESTME)
program,
designed to
generate stu-
dent interest
in science,
mathematics

in scientific organizations 
and community service.

Tiee earned a bachelor’s
degree in electrical engineer-
ing and a doctorate in quan-
tum engineering from the
University of Southern
California. He has been with
the Los Alamos National
Laboratory in New Mexico
since 1979. Currently he is a
technical staff member in the
Physical Chemistry and
Spectroscopy Group. His

recent research has
been in the area of
rapidly tuned
CO2DIAL
(Differential
Absorbance Lidar)
chemical detection
and terrain map-
ping. Tiee has
received four Los
Alamos National

Laboratory Distinguished
Performance Awards and one
R&D 100 Award, sponsored
by the trade journal, R&D
Magazine, in recognition of
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Susannah Lehman

Nearly 900 companies hosted exhibits at OFC 2003.

A new poster helps 
promote the national Science,
Technology and Mathematics
Education program.
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ICTP Winter
College Meets

T he Winter College on
Biophotonics: Optical

Imaging and Manipulation
of Cells met in Trieste, Italy,
in February. Organized 
by the Abdus Salam
International Centre for
Theoretical Physics (ICTP),
the Winter College helps 
students and professors 
from developing nations 
foster the sciences in their
own countries. This year’s
program included lectures 
by internationally recognized
experts, including many OSA
members, discussions and
laboratory demonstrations.
OSA recently signed an
agreement to participate in
ICTP’s e-journals system,
which will use e-mail to
bring current scientific 
literature to scientists in
developing nations.
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Mark Your
Calendars!

Optical Amplifiers 
and Applications 
Topical Meeting

July 6-9, 2003
Hilton Otaru
Otaru, Japan

www.osa.org/oaa
Housing Deadline:

May 22, 2003
Advance Registration

Deadline: June 16, 2003

Optical 
Interference Coatings

Topical Meeting
June 20-25, 2004
Loews Ventana 
Canyon Resort

Tucson, Arizona
www.oic.org

Science has been part of Vasudevan
Lakshminarayanan’s life from the start.

His father was an esteemed mathematician
who led his son between California and the
south Indian city of Madras for various 
academic pursuits. It was in a University of
Southern California laboratory that young
Lakshminarayanan accidentally burned his
retina playing with lasers. That macular hole
helped shape his career. “I went to a retinal
surgeon in Madras [India], and he asked 
me to come to his clinic and look at the
instrumentation.”

In college, he considered a 
career as a theoretical physicist. But
Lakshminarayanan, who today volunteers
for animal welfare, felt strongly about help-
ing others. He thought a biology-based field
would offer more opportunities to serve.
Also, “I had fallen in
love with proteins and
protein structures.”

“I became a pacifist
very early,” he said,
having graduated from
a Los Angeles high
school with a commu-
nity of students
strongly opposed to
the Vietnam War.

Lakshminarayanan
attended the
University of
California at Berkeley
because of its vision
program. He studied how rods and cones
behave like fiber-optic devices. He worked
for several years as a scientist with the 
medical and pharmaceutical company
Allergan Therapeutics. But he was better
suited for a career in academia, he said,
and in 1993, he accepted a joint appoint-
ment in physics and optometry at the
University of Missouri.

Lakshminarayanan has been honored as
a Fellow by OSA, as well as by the Institute
of Physics, the American Academy of

Who’s Who on the 
OSA Board of Directors

Kim Douglass

Optometry and the American Optometric
Foundation. He is a voracious reader, and
has published extensively on subjects rang-

ing from quantum
chemistry and cogni-
tive science to bioengi-
neering and optics.

For the next 
several years, he is 
serving as a scholar
with the Institute for
Theoretical Physics 
at the University of
California, Santa
Barbara.

As chair of
OSA’s Membership 
and Education 
Services Council,

Lakshminarayanan wants to ensure that 
the organization has an international focus.
“That means we publish the best journals,
we have high-class meetings with very high
standards on cutting-edge topics and we
encourage the development of optical 
science all over the world.

“Optics is an area where, with relatively
inexpensive materials, [developing] coun-
tries can develop their work force… There 
is talent everywhere. We should nurture 
this talent.”

Vasudevan Lakshminarayanan
Chair, MES Council
Goes by: “Vengu”
Lives: Bel-Nor Village, Missouri
Works: College of Optometry, University 
of Missouri-St. Louis
Education: Bachelor’s and master’s degrees
in physics, University of Madras, India; 
doctorate in physiological optics, 
University of California, Berkeley.

Vasudevan Lakshminarayanan stands
between Peter Garrett (left) and Jim
Moginie of the Australian band Midnight
Oil, one of Lakshminarayanan’s favorites.


