
OSA President 
G. Michael Morris
Receives Leo H.
East Award

O SA President G. Michael
Morris has been

awarded the Leo H. East
Award as the 2002 Engineer 
of the Year. The Rochester
Engineering Society presents

the award to a member of the
engineering community who
has shown excellence in busi-
ness, professional activities
and civic affairs.

Morris, an OSA Fellow,
said that it was an honor to be
recognized with the award. He
has been an active member of
OSA since the late 1970s. He
served as president of OSA’s
Rochester section in 1990-91,
vice president of national
OSA in 2001 and president-
elect in 2002. He was topical
editor of Applied Optics/
Information Processing from
1991 to 1997 and has chaired
many OSA committees and
meetings, including OSA’s
Annual Meeting in 1996.

Morris received his bache-
lor’s degree in engineering

Sean Mann (engineering joint
council representative). The
chapter is planning many
activities for 2003, including a
series of graduate school
admissions seminars, a tour of
the Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory test site
and a camping trip.

The officers of the new
Johns Hopkins University
Student Chapter include:
Brian Brannon (president);
Ian Donn (vice president);
and Ymac Dikmelik (secre-
tary/treasurer). The faculty
advisor is Frederic M.
Davidson. The chapter cur-
rently has seven members.
Brannon said that the chapter
demonstrates growing interest
in optics at Johns Hopkins.
The members of the chapter
hope to increase awareness of
optics through science and
engineering fairs and guest
speakers.

New OSA
Student Chapters  

India’s first OSA student
chapter, the Indian Student

Chapter of the Optical Society
of America (ISCOSA), was
recently established at the
School of Optics in
Hyderabad, India. The officers
include D. Karuna Sagar
(president) and Gagan Anand
(treasurer). The faculty advi-
sor is Pronab Kumar Mondal.
The group plans to carry out,
support and encourage
research activities, organize
training programs in the opti-
cal sciences, host regular sem-
inars and lectures and work to
enhance the public’s knowl-
edge of and interest in optics.

The University of
California at Davis recently
formed its first OSA student
chapter with 40 members.
The faculty advisors are
Richard Freeman and Hector
Baldis. The officers are: Kerry
Krauter (president); David
Woolfe (vice president);
Christina Wing (treasurer);
Nishant Patel (secretary); and

physics in 1975 from the
University of Oklahoma. He
earned master’s and doctoral
degrees in electrical engineer-
ing from the California
Institute of Technology.
Morris has been with the
Institute of Optics at the
University of Rochester since
1979. He is currently an
adjunct professor of optics at
the university and the chief

executive officer of Apollo
Optical Systems, LLC, and
Rochester Photonics Corp.,
both of which he founded.
Throughout his career, Morris
has worked to bring together
the interests of science, gov-
ernment and industry.

Morris was presented with
the award at a dinner/dance
on March 8.
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Mark Your Calendars!

2003 Frontiers in Optics 
87th OSA Annual Meeting

Paper Submission Deadline
April 21, 2003, Noon EST
www.frontiersinoptics.org

2003 Bragg Gratings, Photosensitivity and
Poling in Glass Waveguides (BGPP)

April 28, 2003, Noon EST
www.osa.org/bgpp

Optical Date Storage 
May 11-14, 2003

Vancouver, Canada
www.osa.org/ods

OSA Member News
Susannah Lehman

OSA presidents, past, present
and future, gathered for a
Society leadership meeting in
Washington, D.C., in February.
From left to right: G. Michael
Morris (Leo H. East award win-
ner), Anthony Johnson, Janet
Fender, Robert Byer, Tingye Li,
Gary Bjorklund, Peter Knight,
Susan Houde-Walter and
Duncan Moore.
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A new student chapter,
with five members, was also
recently formed at the Federal
University of Pernambuco in
Recife, Brazil. The officers are:
Hugo Leonardo Davi de
Souza Cavalcante (president);
Marcio A. R. Alencar (vice
president); Mariana Torres
Carvalho (secretary); and
Claudio Floridia (treasurer).
The faculty advisor is Cid B.
de Araujo.

New OSA 
Local Section

N ew Delhi, India, has a
new local section, the

Delhi Section of the Optical
Society of America. The sec-
tion has 26 members. The
officers are: A.K. Ghatak
(president); K. Singh (vice
president); Anurag Sharma
(secretary); Chandra Shakher
(joint secretary); and B.P. Pal
(treasurer).

Start a new
Student Chapter
on your campus! 

For information on 
how to start a chapter,

contact Teresa Zumbach 
at member@osa.org or 
202-416-1432.
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This month, OPN 
introduces a series that 
profiles OSA Board
Members. We begin 
with Angela Guzmán,
chair of OSA's 
International Council.

Aweek before Angela
Guzmán was born,

her mother left rural
Colombia and traveled to
Bogotá. María Cristina
Hernandez wanted her
daughter to be born in
the capital city. She taught Guzmán to 
read at age 3. By 15, Guzmán was studying
physics at the Universidad Nacional de
Colombia. Education leads to self-
sufficiency, she was taught.

This philosophy has guided not only
Guzmán’s career as a physics professor, but
also her role as a bridge between scientific
interests in developed and developing
nations. She has spent years in Europe and
the United States, but home is Colombia.
“My country and my university prepared me
with the expectation that I would push
physics research in my country,” Guzmán
said. “Being here, I could make a difference.”

She fights what she calls “scientific isola-
tion”: current paper journals are hard to
come by in communities such as hers, much
less the electronic versions. Students have
less access to travel and research grants than
they might in more developed nations. And
Guzmán is one of very few people working
in quantum optics in Colombia.

Twenty years ago, the isolation was even
more intense, she said. “We had no [money]
to attend conferences,” she said. “And nobody
was visiting our country.” Guzmán studied at
Germany’s Max Planck Institute for
Quantum Optics, among other places. She
returned to Bogotá in the late 1980s, as fiber-
optic links were being installed. Guzmán
taught courses for engineers and technicians
in Colombia trying to understand the grow-
ing telecommunications industry.

For 10 years, Guzmán has coordinated the
Colombian Network on Optics, with annual
meetings for Colombian scientists working
in the field. She created the first theory-based
doctoral programs in quantum optics in
Colombia, and she has been named a senior
associate member of the International
Center for Theoretical Physics (ICTP),
Trieste, Italy. She has helped organize Latin
American conferences on lasers, including
the first in Colombia.

In her role as chair of OSA’s International
Council, Guzmán has a range of goals: from
increasing the number of Fellows who visit
developing nations to translating optics edu-
cation material into languages other than
English for use by children around the
world. “We are trying to make the commu-
nity more aware of all the possibilities,” she
said. In many ways, she’s an ideal person to
make those connections. “I have Spanish and
indigenous Colombian roots with a drop of
English blood. I love French wines and
German beers, my favorite foreign countries
are Italy and Brazil, I have good friends in
India, I am married to an American profes-
sor and my two children are perfectly trilin-
gual. I hope this mixed background will
allow me to have a significant beneficial
impact on OSA.”

Angela Guzmán
Chair, OSA’s International Council

Lives: Bogotá, Colombia

Works: Department of Physics,

Universidad Nacional de Colombia

Education: Bachelor’s and master’s

degrees in physics, Universidad

Nacional de Colombia; Ph.D. in

physics, Ludwig-Maximilians

Universität, Munich, Germany

Who’s Who on the 
OSA Board of Directors

Kim Douglass

Angela Guzmán and her 
10-year-old son, Leonardo.


