
I hope that you are planning to join us
at Frontiers in Optics 2003—OSA’s

87th Annual Meeting—in Tucson,
Arizona, October 5-9. The meeting will
be held in conjunction with the Laser
Science XIX Annual Meeting, cospon-
sored by the American Physical Society’s
Division of Laser Science. These meetings
have a proven record of excellence!

This year, the OSA technical divisions
will present tutorials, as well as invited
talks, focusing on cutting-edge develop-
ments in specific subfields of optics,
including:

• optoelectronic modules and devices—
high-power lasers, high-speed pho-
tonic-logic devices, arrayed waveguide
devices, integrated photonic-crystal
devices, quantum-dot lasers and long-
wavelength vertical-cavity surface-
emitting lasers;

• novel fiber-based devices—hollow-
core fibers and their applications,
multiwavelength Raman fiber lasers
and high-power amplifiers;

• optical transmission—dispersion 
management for 40 Gbit/s transmis-
sion, wavelength-selectable laser
diodes, all-optical add/drop multi-
plexers, optical regeneration by use of
semiconductor devices;

• imaging and manipulation of biologi-
cal systems—biomolecular imaging by
use of nonlinear excitation, spec-
troscopy and imaging for disease diag-
nosis, novel imaging devices and
applications, optical-trapping tech-
niques, femtosecond laser surgery,
photodynamic therapy;

• multidimensional sensor systems;

• structured nonlinear materials;

• software and algorithms for 
illumination systems;

• wave propagation in periodic and ran-
dom media;

• nonlinear dynamics and control of
optical systems;

• quantum information theory and
applications;

• spectral phase applications.

No other meeting provides this type of
depth across such a broad range of opti-
cal science and engineering topics. Papers
for Frontiers in Optics will be peer-
reviewed by the OSA Science and
Engineering Council. Citable summaries
of the presentations, combined with
extended abstracts from the APS/Laser
Science Division meeting, will be dis-
tributed in CD-ROM format. The
abstracts will also be posted on OSA’s
Web site by mid-August 2003.

Alongside Frontiers in Optics and the
Laser Science meeting, OSA’s Vision and
Color Division will hold its meeting at
the University of Arizona, October 4-5.
In addition, the 2003 Education and
Training in Optics and Photonics (ETOP)
Meeting will take place in Tucson
October 6-8. At ETOP, speakers from
around the world will share experiences
in innovative teaching methodologies.
Curricula for primary, secondary, post-
secondary and post-graduate levels will
be discussed and compared. The

Frontiers in Optics exhibit will highlight
Tucson’s thriving local optics industry.
Plans for tours of local companies and
the Optical Sciences Center at the
University of Arizona are in the works.

Frontiers in Optics will also feature a
special opportunity for students: the joint
Tucson Local Section/Student Chapter
will host the Student Chapter Leadership
Meeting. In this one-day meeting, to
which all OSA student chapter members
are invited, chapter leaders will come
together to meet and network, exchange
ideas for programs, community activities,
speakers, membership recruitment and
retention, leadership training, team
building and officer transition.

And to top it off, southern Arizona is a
wonderful place to explore (before or
after the meeting that is!) The natural
beauty of its canyons, mountains and
deserts is simply breathtaking. This 
exciting region also features amazing
tributes to human ingenuity, such as the
Biosphere (<http://www.bio2.edu/>),
Kitt Peak Observatory (<http://www.
noao.edu/kpno/>) and the Pima Air and
Space Museum (<http://www.pimaair.
org/>).

Additional information about the
programs and activities scheduled is
available at: <http://www.frontiersin
optics.org>. Act now: April 21, the
abstract and summary deadline for the
meeting, is rapidly approaching.

Frontiers in Optics is where the 
leaders of the world of optical science
and engineering come together. See you
in Tucson!
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Frontiers in Optics
Tucson Style!

Tom Milster's Optical Sciences Center labora-
tories at the University of Arizona are home
to state-of-the-art equipment such as this
argon laser.

Cathy Alexander, Optical Sciences Center


