
Standards 

Photo standards and the big picture 
At the end of August, about 60 interna
tional delegates gathered in Boston for 
the Plenary Meeting of ISO/TC42—Pho
tography, the first time this ISO Techni
cal Committee has met in the U.S. The 
meeting was run by the Secretariat for 
TC42—the National Association of Pho
tographic Manufacturers—and was 
supported financially and with person
nel from NAPM and Polaroid Corp. 
Eduard Scherrer of NAPM represented 
the Secretariat. 

Russell Bodoff of the American Na
tional Standards Institute (ANSI), the 
U.S. member body of ISO, outlined 
some statistics about ANSI and how its 
work relates to international standard
ization. He said that roughly 1,200 com
panies, 250 trade and professional or
ganizations, and 30 government agen
cies are all members of ANSI. While 
ANSI has a permanent staff of 110 
people, some 70,000 volunteers in the 

Books (continued from page 47) 

this well-illustrated book. 
The intended audience—presumably 

computer scientists, engineers, bio-
physicists, and applied mathemati
cians—might profit by supplementing 
the information given in the text on 
human visual psychophysics and neu
rophysiology with some outside read
ing. Additional recommended reading 
includes, for example, the books by 
Cornsweet,4 De Valois and De Valois,5 

selected volumes in the series on Vi
sion and Visual Dysfunction,6 and the 
Optics & Photonics News special issue 
on Progress in Vision Research (Au
gust 1991). Researchers and students 
in the area of cognitive science also will 
benefit from this book. 

Overall, the book is a wide-ranging 
intellectual feast covering one of the 
most fundamentals problems of com
puter science, namely, implementing 

U.S. are actively working on one or 
more of the 10,000 American National 
Standards. 

Bodoff noted that 20 years ago less 
than 20% of the ANSI budget was de
voted to international standards work. 
Ten years ago the budget was up to 
30%; now, a full 65% of ANSI's budget 
goes to support international standards 
activities. 

As part of his job representing ANSI, 
Bodoff meets regularly with U.S. corpo
rate leaders to explain international 
standards and how they can be used as 
a strategic marketing tool. Simply by 
indicating that a product meets ISO 
standard XYZ adds value to the prod
uct worldwide, he maintains. It means 
that the product meets an internation
ally accepted quality criterion and that 
the mechanisms for importing/export
ing the product are simplified. Bodoff 
pointed out that in many cases these 

vision in a machine so that it can per
ceive! 

VENGU LAKSHMINARAYANAN, Surgical Clini

cal Research, Allergan Medical Optics, 
Irvine, Calif. 
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days, international standards are lead
ing the technology. 

One aspect of the ISO/TC42 meeting 
illustrated this point. A new working 
group (WG18) was established to set 
standards on electronic still photogra
phy. This new WG will establish or 
strengthen liaison with the ISO/IEC JTC1 
subcommittees on Text and Office Sys
tems (SC18), Optical Disk Cartridges 
for Information Interchange (SC23), 
Computer Graphics (SC24) and Audio 
and Image Coding (SC29). WG18 also 
expects to participate actively in the 
work of ISO/IEC TAG2 on Image Tech
nology. 

The projects outlined as first priori
ties for WG18 were subcommittees on 
Definitions and Terminology, resolu
tion test targets for electronic still im
aging systems, and an ISO exposure 
index corresponding to a film speed 
index for electronic imaging devices 
and on memory cards for storing the 
electronic images. Still imaging devices 
have their own set of problems that are 
distinct from those of either the broad
cast industry or the cinema-photogra
phers. Although there were six parallel 
sessions going on all week, the ses
sions on standards for electronic still 
imaging drew over a third of the total 
attendance of the plenary meeting. 

For further information about the 
Working Group on Electronic Still Im
aging or any of the subcommittees on 
photography, please contact Eduard 
Scherrer at NAPM, 914/698-7609. 

—Robert E. Parks 
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