
The Beaujolaiser 

We report here the develop
ment of a vital piece of 
equipment for any wel l-

equipped facility: the Beaujolaiser. 
Since its introduction, the Beaujo
laiser has inspired legions of satisfied 
users. 

The central component of the 
Beaujolaiser is a cyl indrical vessel 
about 9 cm wide and 27 cm high with 
sloping shoulders below an orifice, 
containing the scintillating medium. 
The active medium is liquid, usually 
dark red or pale yellow, neither odor
less nor tasteless so that its unwitting 
ingestion is rare. In cases of ingestion, 
no doctor should be called. Rather, 
the affected party should be encour
aged to eat bread, perhaps with cul
tured milk products, or other solid 
foods. 

The device operates on the princi
ple of incoherent emission. Users can 
be excited in a variety of ways. For 
most users, the incoherence peaks in 
about two hours, and after several 
hours most Beaujolaiser users have a 
walking linewidth of 2 to 3 feet with 
a recovery time of 6—8 hours. 

Beaujolaiser users characteristically 
exhibit reduced efficiency in the visi-
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ble, and with continued use show a 
pronounced shift in appearance to
ward the red. Our experiments have 
also demonstrated preferred tempera
ture ranges for most satisfactory use 
of such media. Beaujolaiser media are 
available only in premixed form part
ly due to reluctance of manufacturers 
to release preparation formulas. Con
sequently users must observe strin
gent storage practices limiting expo
sure to light and oxygen. As certain 
laws also apply to the distribution of 
these substances, care must be taken 
to provide for secure storage, particu
larly in university environments. 

The best media come from certain 
regions in France, although a compet
ing industry is growing in the United 
States and exists elsewhere in the 
world as well. Media vary greatly 

from region to region, and whereas 
common dye-laser dyes deteriorate 
with age, Beaujolaiser media "age 
well." An entire industry surrounds 
the characterization and competitive 
evaluation of Beaujolaiser media. 

The central vessel is usually accom
panied by smaller, open-mouthed re
ceptacles on rod or stem-like bases, 
generally of borosilicate, particularly 
(especially with finer Beaujolaisers) of 
very thin crystalline glass. Dist in
guishing characteristics of finer sec
ondary vessels are their transparency 
and their clear resonances in the 1 to 
2 kHz range. The finest secondary 
vessels are from France, Austria, the 
Federal Republic of Germany, and 
Czechoslovakia. 

In One characteristic mode of oper
ation, a Beaujolaiser will produce a 
slight buzz in the user. Some users ac
claim the clarity of their insights in 
this situation, although there is dis
agreement on this. In fact, our only 
disappointing results thusfar have in
volved Beaujolaisers and communica
tion. Finally, due to the "intoxicating 
beauty" of the emission, we strongly 
recommend that users work in pairs 
(never alone!). 

Although use of Beaujolaisers is al
ready widespread, we feel that a 
range of possibilities remains to be 
explored and many more can benefit 
from their salutary application. 
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