
Flag presented to OSA 

A custom-made flag depicting the 
OSA logo and a prism has been 

given to the Optical Society by Mc¬
Kinley Optics in Southampton, Mass. 

The 4 -X -6 foot banner was de
signed by OSA member Harry R. Mc¬
Kinley, the company president, and 

created by Penny Brewer of New Bed
ford, Mass. 

The banner features a prominent 
OSA logo and a yellow background. 
It is on permanent display in the re
ception area at OSA headquarters. 

STANDARDS 

International standards 
Subcommittee 8, Ophthalmic Optics, 
within ISO/TC172, Optical and Opti
cal Instruments, is the subcommittee 
representing the largest commercial 
financial interests in the optical stan
dards field. On an international basis, 
the French standards writing organi
zation, A F N O R , is the secretariat for 
SC8. In the U.S., Eugene A. Keeney of 
the Optical Manufacturers Associa
tion (OMA) is the administrator for 
the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) 
for SC8. 

The potential financial impact of 
international optical standardization 
is made evident by the actions of the 
O M A . This professional trade group 
was the first U.S. representative to 
TC172 and for the first several years 
of its existence, the only representa
tive. Until two years ago, the O M A 
was the U.S. administrator for all of 
TC172 even though ophthalmic op

tics represents only a small part of the 
work of TC172 technically. 

As other U.S. optical interests be
come aware of the work in interna
tional standardization, the organiza
tion of TC172 has been changed to a 
more representative assembly of trade 
and professional organizations. The 
National Association of Photographic 
Manufacturers Inc. (NAPM) is now 
the T A G administrator. N A P M is as
sisted by the O M A and the Scientific 
Apparatus Makers Association in the 
administration of the TAG. 

The U.S. T A G leader for SC8 is 
Dan Torgersen of Poly-Optics 6800 
Shingle Creek Parkway, Brooklyn, 
Minn. 55430. Within SC8 there are 
three working groups, W G 1 , Con
tact Lenses; W G 2 , Spectacle frames; 
and W G 3 , Corrective lenses. 

Because of the universal use of oph-
Continued on page 14 

A B S T R A C T DEADLINES 

Feb. 20: Topical Meeting on 
Color Appearance, June 2 9 -
30, in Annapolis, M d . 

March 31: Topical Meeting on 
Photorefractive Materials, 
Effects, and Devices, Aug. 
12-14, in Los Angeles. 

Apr i l 6: Topical Meeting on 
Coherent Laser Radar: Tech
nology and Appl icat ions, 

July 27-31, in Aspen, Colo. 
June 1: Topical Meeting on La

ser and Optical Remote Sens
ing: Instrumentation and 
Techniques, Sept. 28-Oct. 1, 
in North Falmouth, Mass. 

June 5: OSA Annual Meeting, 
Oct. 18-23 , in Rochester, 
N.Y. 
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Continued from page 5 

What we have here is a 
competent lecturer with a 
whiteboard, a table, and a 
handful of glass. It's not 

"Cosmos," it's adult 
education. 

lecturer with a whiteboard, a table, 
and a handful of glass. It's not "Cos
mos," it's adult education. 

A companion book for the course 
was written by W.A. Young, also re
tired from Kodak. The text covers the 
lecture material plus a five-chapter in
troduction to optical principles. It in
cludes fabrication techniques, useful 
equations, and many well-drawn dia
grams. One of Ewald's former stu
dents, now a designer of complex op
tical systems, considers it a valuable 
reference book; a glossary and index 
facilitate reference. The book is in
tended to accompany the lectures, not 
to replace them. An unsophisticated 
reader would find it a little too con
densed for comfort. 

Practical Optics is part of the re
source material I had hoped for. It is 
intellectually accessible to everyone 
and it's needed even by optical peo
ple. Bill Ewald said, "I've found that 
many optical people know little about 
geometrical optics." After I watched a 
few tapes, it was obvious that I was 
one of the many. 

Who can benefit from these tapes? 
Just about everyone in my "industri
a l " categories—engineers, designers, 
assemblers, inspectors, technicians. 
Unfortunately, you cannot buy them 
at the record store or rent them at the 
Video Mart. Image Makers of Pitts-
ford provides, to date, only the U-
Mat ic format. But the wor ld has 
changed since 1979 when the tapes 
were recorded. Then, a home V C R 
was as rare as a Rolls Royce. N o w 
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most households have one V C R , and 
many are two-VCR families. Given a 
conversion to Beta or VHS, we could 
all take the course. 

The greater problem, though, is 
money. This product is aimed at the 
large optical company with a compre
hensive in-plant training program. 
Why not, since it was performed and 
produced by Kodak people? A few 
such have bought it; Kodak, we hear, 
has several copies. On the phone, 
IMP gave us some approximate costs. 
It is available on one-year lease at 
$450 per month, two-year lease at 
$350 per month, or outright sale at 
$9,800. 

These prices made sense years ago, 
when only large companies even 
owned a T V tape player. Today the 
market has changed. If the consum
er—the individual student—can af
ford it, it will sell. Thousands of indi
viduals and dozens of small company 
libraries are potential buyers, provid
ed the price for, say, three hours of 
lecture is similar to the price of a pop
ular movie. 

The questions for evaluating edu
cational resource material are: Who 
ought to learn this material? Do they 
want to? Can they readily learn the 
material from this book, tape, or 
class? Is it available to the people who 
want it? 

Engineers and designers working 
with optical systems would profit 
from this direct approach to geomet
rical optics. If they knew it existed, 
many would want to learn it. The 
taped lectures speak their language, 
and no mathematical barrier inter
feres with easy acquisition. But in the 
present form, at the present price, it is 
definitely not available to the audi
ence that needs it most. 
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thalmic optics and the large financial 
implications of the standardization of 
products made in varying forms 
worldwide, progress in SC8 has been 
slow and deliberate. In WG1 there is 
one draft international standard, DIS 
8320. Contact lenses, vocabulary and 
symbols, and one draft proposal, DP 
8321, Contact lenses, specifications. 

In W G 2 there is also one draft pro
posal, DP 8624, Spectacle frames, 
measuring systems. Likewise there is 
one DIS in W G 3 , namely DIS 8980/1, 
Finished single vision corrective 
lenses, Part 1: General specifications. 

Anyone having an interest in the 
draft international standards on oph
thalmic optics may obtain copies by 
calling the American National Stan
dards Institute (ANSI), International 
Order Department, at (212) 354-
3300. ANSI will provide ordering in
formation and prices, and it requires 
prepayment unless your organization 
is a corporate member. 

On a matter of related interest, the 
Canadian Ministry of Health and 
Welfare has released Information Let
ter 716, giving details of a proposed 
standard for laser equipment. Copies 
of the proposed standard are avail
able from the Director, Bureau of Ra
diation and Medical Devices, Envi
ronmental Health Directorate, Health 
Protection Branch, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 1C1, Canada. 

—Robert E. Parks 


