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On December 8 of last year, science 
and art joined hands as Mayor 
Abraham Beame opened New York 
City's most modern museum, the 
Museum of Holography. Six hun
dred persons were on hand to view 
the inaugural exhibition, "Through 
the Looking Glass," a collection of 
twenty-four holograms by ten of the 
nation's prominent holographers. 
Represented in the collection were 
reflection holograms, dichromate 
holograms, white-light transmission 
holograms, and white-light integral 
holograms (holographic movies). 

The Museum facilities already in
clude an exhibition gallery, in 
which four to six exhibitions of the 
state of the art of holography will 

be shown annually; a reference 
library housing a comprehensive 
collection of books, periodicals, 
abstracts, and reprints on 
holography; and a bookstore that 
offers posters, books, technical 
reprints, jewelry, holograms, and 
limited-edition holographic plates. 
Further construction to house the 
permanent historic collection is 
planned, and a mini-theater is 
under construction now to ac
commodate the Museum's new Ad
vent videotape machine, which will 
be used to feature continuously 
running video loops of each artist 
in the current exhibition describing 
his work. Museum director 
Rosemary Jackson conducts lecture 
tours on holography and the cur
rent exhibition every Wednesday 

Museum of 
Halas 17 by Harriet Casdin-Silver. 



Summer 1977/OPTICS NEWS 9 

through Saturday. Thousands of 
students and children's and 
women's groups have participated 
in these lecture tours. Future plans 
for the Museum include a base
ment holography workshop where 
courses will be taught and isolation 
tables can be rented. 

"Through the Looking Glass" 
closed at the end of Apr i l . Because 
of the great interest that has been 
shown in the exhibit, a traveling 
show of the same name was created 
so that those unable to visit New 
York would have the opportunity to 
learn about holography. The show 
will have its premier exhibition Oc
tober 1-November 2 at the Walnut 
Street Theater in Philadelphia, 
before starting its European tour. 

On May 3, 1977, the Museum 

opened its second major exhibition, 
which presents a sophisticated use 
of holography as an art form. 
"Harriet Casdin-Silver: Holo
graphy" features the highly 
technical and extremely sensitive 
holographic works of this artist in a 
new medium. (See "Holography: 
The Second Decade," by Stephen 
A. Benton, in this issue.) 

The Museum's third major ex
hibition, "Holoden," will open on 
September 14. The exhibit will 
feature holographic movies, or in¬
tegrams. In conjunction with the 
exhibit, the Museum will sponsor a 
Hall of Fame in which ten to twelve 
holographic portraits of noted New 
Yorkers will be displayed. 

The Museum has accomplished 
all of this without grant funding, 

relying instead on donations, ad
missions, and membership dues. 

The museum hours are noon to 
6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays through 
Saturdays. Admission fees are $1.50 
for adults and 75 cents for children 
under twelve and senior citizens. 
The Encylopedia Brittanica film, 
"Introduction to Holography," is 
shown free every Saturday and Sun
day, and group and school tours 
are conducted Monday through 
Saturday. Edward A. Bush, in
formation services, welcomes in
quiries about the Museum's 
facilities and schedules. The 
Museum of Holography is at 11 
Mercer Street. New York, New 
York 10013, in a 19th century 
iron-fronted warehouse in the heart 
of the SoHo district. 
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