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Remembering Robert Boynton
I was saddened to read of Bob’s passing (In 
Memory, December 2006). Bob arrived at 

the University 
of Rochester 
the same year 
that I began 
my graduate 
studies there. 
We were two 
young men, 
five years apart 
in age, at the 
beginning of 
our careers. 
I took only 
one course 

with him, Physiological Optics, but it was 
the most interesting, useful and enjoyable 
course I have ever taken. 

Through Bob’s sharing of his research 
with us during the course, the class came 
to understand how one could arrive at nu-
merical answers from experiments in which 
the measuring instrument was the human 
visual system. That particular knowledge, 
along with many other aspects of the 
course, was immediately useful to me in 
my work at Eastman Kodak, which in-
volved evaluating the practical performance 
of new color photographic products.  

Even today, when I have been retired 
from technical work for many years, I still 
find use for the knowledge and insights 
that I learned more than 50 years ago 
from Bob Boynton. He was one of a very 
few teachers and professors who made a 
lifelong impact on me.

My memory of his face has faded over 
the decades, so much so that I did not 
recognize him from his photograph. But 
I was immediately struck by the way the 
picture conveyed the joy and enthusiasm 
that Bob had about his work, which I 
remember vividly. 

Woodlief Thomas, Jr.
Naples, N.Y.

merriwood@aol.com

I was sorry to learn that Bob Boynton 
had departed. Just over a year ago, we 
had exchanged a few e-mails about the 
possibility of his sketching out a history 
of the vision community in OSA. I had 
assured him that I would be delighted to 
read his draft and work with him to get 

it in shape, perhaps for a column. Now I 
suppose someone else will have to write 
that vision history.

John Howard
Editor, The History of OSA

howards@gis.net


