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>> OSA’s 2002 
President Anthony 
Johnson has been 
named a Science 
Spectrum Trail-
blazer. He received 
the honor, which is 
given to top minori-
ties in science, at 
a special luncheon 
during the Minori-
ties in Research Sci-
ence conference held September 15-17, 2005 
in Baltimore, Md. The conference aims to en-
courage the participation of minorities in the 
sciences and recognizes outstanding achieve-
ments in many scientific fields, including 
physics, mathematics, medical and bioscience 
and agricultural food science research.

>> OSA and the 
Dekker Foundation 
are pleased to an-
nounce that Joyce 
Poon is the winner 
of the 2005 Dekker 
Foundation Student 
Scholarship Award. 
Poon, an OSA stu-
dent member, is a 
Ph.D student at the 
California Institute 
of Technology. Currently, her research  
focuses on slow light propagation in coupled-
resonator optical waveguides and polymer 
microring resonator devices. Poon said that 
she was honored to receive the award and  
that she is greatly appreciative of OSA’s  
support. She plans to use the $10,000  
scholarship to focus on application-oriented 
technologies and education. The award was 
presented to Poon at the joint Frontiers  
in Optics/Laser Science plenary and  
awards ceremony on October 17, 2005,  
in Tucson, Ariz.

>> OSA member 
Claire Gmachl has 
been named one 
of 25 MacArthur 
Fellows for 2005. 
Gmachl is currently 
an assistant profes-
sor of electrical 
engineering at 
Princeton Univer-
sity. Her research 
specializes in QC 
lasers—high-performing, mid-infrared, semi-
conductor light sources. Gmachl’s research 
has expanded the potential commercial use of 
the QC lasers to include trace gas sensing and 
free-space optics in wireless communication. 
Her research will have a positive impact on 
such diverse fields as environmental moni-
toring, clinical diagnoses, spectroscopy and 
chemical process control. MacArthur Fellows 
will receive $500,000 in support over the next 
five years.

>> OSA member 
Irene Georgakoudi 
was the recipient of 
the inaugural Sturge 
Prize in recogni-
tion of her work on 
spectral diagnosis of 
biological materials 
using optical spec-
troscopic methodol-
ogy. The award is 
named in honor of 
Professor Michael D. Sturge, who worked in 
optical properties and was a dedicated mentor 
to students. The prize is funded by private do-
nations and comes with a $2,000 cash award. 
The prize was presented to Georgakoudi, an 
assistant professor of biomedical engineering 
at Tufts University, at the 15th International 
Conference on Dynamical Processes in the 
Excited State of Solids, held at Fudan Univer-
sity, Shanghai, China.
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Optical Solutions  
for Homeland and  
National Security
OSA will host the upcoming “Optical 
Solutions for Homeland and National 
Security” program held December 
15-16, 2005, in Washington, D.C. The 
forum will focus on identifying ways 
in which optical technologies could 
be used to 
help improve 
our national 
security; it 
provides an 
opportunity 
for scientists, 
policymakers 
and business 
profession-
als to share 
knowledge 
and ideas. 
Topics will 
include 
optical-based 
solutions for biodetectors, improvised 
explosive devices, national borders and 
perimeter defense and critical education 
needs and risk management. The meet-
ing will be held in conjunction with the 
OIDA workshop on wide area surveil-
lance. For more information, please visit 
www.osa.org/oshs.

Optical Amplifiers and Their  
Applications Topical Meeting  
and Tabletop Exhibit (OAA) 

June 25-28, 2006 | Whistler, B.C., Canada
> Submission Deadline: Feb. 9, 2006, noon EST
> Pre-Registration Deadline: June 12, 2006

www.osa.org/oaa

[ On the Horizon ]
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[ Susannah Lehman (slehma@osa.org) is 
OSA’s publications coordinator. ]

An airport custom border protection 
officer uses new technology to process 
a passenger. 

James R. Tourtellotte

Soldiers on patrol 
in Samarra, Iraq are 
seen through a night-
vision device.

Sgt. Jack Morse, U.S. Army

Coherent Optical Technologies  
and Applications Topical Meeting  
and Tabletop Exhibit (COTA)

June 28-30, 2006 | Whistler, B.C., Canada
> Submission Deadline: Feb. 9, 2006, noon EST
> Pre-Registration Deadline: June 12, 2006

www.osa.org/cota


