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Initial development of the program
will begin in 2005. The initiative will

be designed to encourage middle-school
aged young women to learn about optics
and photonics by participating in a series
of fun, interactive activities. The OSA
Foundation will work with the Girl
Scouts of the USA to produce a work-
book—called the “Studio 2B Focus
Book”—that will include experiments,
articles, career profiles, trivia and other
relevant information. As each Girl Scout
completes the Focus Book, she will earn
an “optics charm” (similar to a merit
badge) to put on a Girl Scout bracelet.

“The OSA Foundation has been look-
ing for a broad-reaching program to
make a major impact on youth science
education,” said Gary Bjorklund, chair of
the Foundation Board. It has also sought
to encourage young women to stay inter-
ested in science during this pivotal time
in their development, he said. “The Girl
Scouts were a natural fit for us to address
these objectives on a national scale.”

The Girl Scouts receive countless pro-
posals each year, but the Foundation’s
pitch was particularly appealing because
it addressed one of their key goals: to
help girls to become—and remain—
enthusiastic about math and science by
showcasing career opportunities in those
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One of the core objectives of the OSA Foundation is to advance 
youth science education. In pursuit of that aim, the Foundation has
announced a strategic partnership with the Girl Scouts of the USA 
to inspire and inform thousands of young girls across the country. 

fields. According to the Girl Scouts of the
USA, studies show that fewer women
than men choose occupations in the
realms of technology, math and science.
Although boys and girls may show equal
enthusiasm for these subjects when they
are very young, research suggests that
many girls start to lose interest in science
in elementary and middle school.

“Engaging girls in science at an early
age is absolutely critical to allowing 
them to reach their full potential,” said
Monica Shah, manager of science and
technology for the Girl Scouts. “Without
education in this area, doors close for
them before they even realize what has
happened.” The Girl Scouts of the USA
want to ensure that young women have 
a chance to explore and pursue every
possible career, she said, and the OSA
Foundation’s proposal offered an excit-
ing way to accomplish that. “We’re
enthusiastic about the new ideas and
opportunities this program will spark 
in the minds of Girl Scouts.”

Since the OSA Foundation’s develop-
ment in 2002, nearly $100,000 has been
allocated to key activities that advance
youth science education, support oppor-
tunities in optics and photonics for
developing countries and provide educa-
tion and resources to underserved popu-
lations. Key programs have included
local section youth science education
grants, which encourage local section
community outreach; student travel
grants to attend key scientific and tech-
nical meetings; student professional
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development, which helps to facilitate
growth in the field; and the bestowal of
membership grants to scientists and stu-
dents from developing countries so that
these individuals may have access to the
same scientific information as their col-
leagues. Many of these are multi-year
programs that are designed to have a
lasting impact on lives and communities.

The Girl Scout initiative is not 
the only new program that the OSA
Foundation will underwrite this year,
although it is the largest one. In 2005,
the Foundation will make a major effort
to fund educational activities, including
development of a teacher resource pack
that will be distributed to key educators.
Designed to help teachers put optics and
photonics on their curricula, the pack
will contain materials such as an optical
fiber, a flexible mirror, lenses, color filters
and a hologram.

In addition, the Foundation will fund
youth science education activity grants
for student chapters. These grants will

encourage OSA’s student members to
conduct additional outreach within the
community and will provide pre-college
audiences with mentors in the field.

To sponsor these important programs
and projects, the Foundation has estab-
lished an annual fund for donations,
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which is intended to encourage mem-
bers to invest in Foundation objectives
and to provide for programs that help to
further the fields of optics and photon-
ics. Through the generous support of
OSA’s individual and corporate mem-
bers, the Foundation raised approxi-
mately $40,000 from its first-ever 
annual fund in 2004. (Please see p. 48 
for a special thank you to Foundation
contributors.)  

To learn more about the OSA
Foundation or to learn how to donate,
please visit www.osa-foundation.org or
send an e-mail to foundation@osa.org.

The OSA Foundation is exempt from
U.S. federal income taxes under section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
and is a public charity; therefore, gifts 
to the OSA Foundation are income tax
deductible.

Colleen Morrison (cmorri@osa.org) is the director
of public and government relations at OSA.
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