
My how time flies! It is truly
astounding how fast 2003 has gone.

This has been a challenging year for
meetings and publications, OSA’s two
principal lines of business. We have had
to deal with the decline in the optical
telecommunications sector, the SARS
epidemic, the threat of terrorism, the war
in Iraq and associated security alerts, the
bankruptcy of one of our key publica-
tion-subscription vendors and a soft
economy overall. But OSA has weathered
the storm well. The Society is in an excel-
lent position to continue to provide—
and enhance—the high quality products
and services that our membership and
the community need and deserve.

This year, we worked to define the
core values of the organization, its vision
and mission, and the strategies that will
guide it in future years. We analyzed the
procedures OSA uses to deliver its prod-
ucts and services. We made a substantial
effort to enhance member services and
interactions with OSA. There have been
extensive improvements in the content
and ease of use of the OSA Web site,
www.osa.org. A popular new member
benefit—a free online subscription to an
OSA journal—was added. To make it eas-
ier for members to participate in the
Society’s affairs, governance procedures
were outlined in writing and 
disseminated to the volunteer base.
Improvements were made to Web-based
meeting registration, abstract and
manuscript submission and tracking.
Optics InfoBase (www.opticsinfobase.
org), OSA’s Web-based repository 
of optics research, was significantly
expanded. There was substantial activity
at the Career Centers at OFC and CLEO,
as well as on the WorkInOptics Web site
(www.workinoptics.com).

A particularly exciting development
was the establishment between January
and September of 14 new student chap-
ters: seven international and seven based
in the U.S. We gained 756 new student
members this year, for a current total of
2,101. I’m sure you’ll agree this is cause

for celebration, since our students are the
future leaders of the optics and photonics
community. We expect that several more
student chapters will be formed in the
coming months.

This year, the OSA Publications Long-
Term Planning Group (LTPG) has done
an outstanding job mapping out an
action plan for the future of OSA publi-
cations. The objectives are to:

• maintain OSA’s position as the 
principal worldwide publisher of
peer-reviewed research in optics;

• sustain a profit margin that under-
writes all the Society’s publication
activities and provides resources to
fund other products and services;

• continue to explore and, where 
practical, implement new technologies
that meet readers’ needs in a 
cost-effective manner.

While overall meeting attendance was
lower in 2003 because of weakness in the
economy and other factors, paper sub-
missions at OSA’s major conferences
were significantly higher than in previ-
ous years. OFC boasted a 17% increase
in the number of submitted papers.
CLEO/QELS registered 1,644 submis-
sions, an all-time high and an 18%
increase over 2002.

In addition, OSA transformed its
annual meeting. It has a new name,
Frontiers in Optics 2003, new confer-
ence themes, peer review and sessions
developed and managed by OSA’s tech-
nical divisions. The changes sparked
tremendous excitement: paper submis-
sions to the annual meeting were up
12% over the preceding year.

The first Optical Sensing for
Homeland Security meeting was held in
2003. It was very well attended, despite
the fact that it coincided with a major
snowstorm! This year as well, a new con-
ference was developed: PhAST (Photonic
Applications Systems and Technologies)
will be co-located with the 2004 CLEO/
IQEC meeting. PhAST will feature

programming of interest to those in the
engineering/applications community.

I am particularly pleased with the
progress made in the establishment and
operation of the newly formed OSA
Foundation, the Society’s charitable arm.
The Foundation will be a cornerstone of
support and resources for important new
initiatives. This year, the Foundation’s
board of directors approved funding for
the following programs:

• international students travel grants;

• kindergarten through 12th grade 
science education activity grants for
local sections;

• student chapter leadership 
recognition awards;

• student professional development;

• translation of the OpticsForKids.org
Web site;

• teacher resource pack grants.

OSA is a truly wonderful organiza-
tion. The reason is quite simple: the
dedication of its members, its leadership
and its staff. The quality of the science
and engineering encompassed by its
meetings and publications is on the cut-
ting edge. Without a doubt, OSA is where
the leaders meet.

It has been an honor and pleasure to
serve as OSA President this year. It has
given me an opportunity to give back
some of what I have gained though my
years of association with OSA. I have
made friendships through the Society
that will last a lifetime. Thank you for 
the opportunity to serve.
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Tell us what you think: http://www.osa-opn.org/survey.cfm

http://www.osa-opn.org/survey.cfm

