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IN MEMORY

Henry
Hemmendinger 
1915–2003

Henry Hemmendinger, 88, an
eminent authority on color sci-

ence and standardization, died
August 16 at his home in Princeton,
N.J. In his later years he was heard to
lament, “Where are the giants in
color?” A mirror would have
revealed one.

Born in Bernardsville, N.J.,
Henry studied at Harvard University
and Princeton University, from which he
received his doctoral degree in astronomy
in 1939 under the direction of Henry
Norris Russell. His career as a physicist
working in the fields of color measure-
ment, specification and control spanned
the past half-century, first in a partner-
ship—Davidson and Hemmendinger
(D&H)—and later as a consultant oper-
ating Hemmendinger Color Lab from his
home. He was a widely recognized
authority on color science, a member of
international committees and the recipi-
ent of numerous honors, most recently
honorary membership in the Inter-
Society Color Council, along with its
Godlove Award. Henry was a member of
the American Society for Testing and
Materials, a Fellow of OSA and a lifetime
member of the U.S. National Committee
of the Commission Internationale de
l’Eclairage (CIE).

Henry’s career in colorimetry focused
on quantifying performance errors
incurred by photometric equipment and
human observers. He brought to bear a
deep knowledge of how spectral
reflectance curves can aid in the formula-
tion of products with desirable appear-
ance attributes. He was also a leader in
understanding metamerism, a break-
down in a color match incurred by
changing either the illuminant or the
observer.

Henry worked tirelessly to establish
and publish methods for the precision
spectrophotometry of reflecting materi-
als. He devoted himself to getting good
practice and good standards into the
hands of industrial colorimetrists, an area
of endeavor in which his contribution

has been compared to that of Deane Judd
of the National Bureau of Standards. For
many years, Henry was the sole U. S. sup-
plier of calibrated colored materials used
to evaluate the performance of color-
measurement instruments. He presented
numerous papers on this subject and was
a leading expert on spectrophotometric
precision and accuracy.

Henry contributed to many techno-
logical innovations, especially in collabo-
ration with Hugh Davidson, with whom
he founded D&H in 1952. In the 1950s,
Davidson and Hemmendinger became
pioneers of computer-directed colorant
formulation: They developed the col-
orant-mixture analog computer COMIC,
the descendants of which are still present
in the world of formulation products. For
the Munsell Book of Color, the two also
evaluated the curve shapes for candidate
formulations to ensure good color con-
stancy under change of illumination.
They used their studies to embody the
Munsell system in glossy paint: it was a
significant achievement in that current

embodiments are nowhere near as
color-constant. Many photographic
products today are designed based
on the rules Davidson and
Hemmendinger developed for the
glossy Munsell Book of Color. They
developed the D&H Color Rule, a
device to gauge the extent of
observer metamerism. This rule is
still viewed as indispensable in
teaching the principles of observer
metamerism.

In 1970, Henry founded
Hemmendinger Color Laboratory
(HCL), devoted to the preparation
and distribution of spectrophoto-

metric and colorimetric color standards.
In 1994, Hugh S. Fairman joined Henry
as a partner in HCL. (Fairman now oper-
ates the company out of Tatamy, Pa.) In
addition to these contributions, Henry
fruitfully combined his areas of expertise.
For example, he used metameric pairs as
a tool to assess instrument performance.

Colleagues and former employees
remember Henry as a vigorous and gen-
erous mentor who freely shared his
knowledge and wisdom. Rigorously hon-
est in his scientific and personal life,
Henry always searched for the truth, and
when he found it he spoke up—with all
due tact, but unambiguously.

Besides pursuing scientific work,
Henry was a passionate gardener who
created a small oasis at his Princeton
home, as he had previously done in
Belvidere, N.J. He was interested in plant
propagation and worked with a local gar-
den club to cultivate the rare blue 
gentian.

The family invites contributions in his
name to be made to the Center for
Constitutional Rights, 666 Broadway,
New York, N.Y. 10012, or The Nature
Conservancy, 425 N. Fairfax Drive,
Arlington, Va. 22203, in honor of his
long-standing commitment to social 
justice and to the environment.
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