
Examples of OSA’s philanthropic work around
the globe. (Above, left) International outreach:
Nengli Dai of the Shanghai Institute of Optics
and Fine Mechanics Student Chapter picks up
glass samples in the optical fiber lab. 
(Above, right) Student professional develop-
ment: the Southampton Student Chapter visits
Southampton Photonics Inc. 
(Far left) Education outreach: Members of the
UNICAMP Student Chapter in Campinas, Brazil. 
(Left) K-12 Outreach: attendees of the OSA
Knust Career Guidance Program held at the 
St. Louis Secondary School in Ghana. 

The OSA Foundation, the Society’s
newly established charitable arm, is

designed to support the philanthropic
activities that are central to OSA’s mission
of generating, applying, archiving and
disseminating optics knowledge world-
wide. The Foundation includes an inter-
national outreach fund focused on
developing countries; a domestic out-
reach fund that targets students and
underserved populations; an educational
outreach fund that supports teachers and
their students in kindergarten through
12th grade; and a special purpose fund for
donor-driven requests.

“The mission of OSA is to promote
the field of optics and photonics,” said
Gary Bjorklund, a past president of OSA
and the Foundation’s chair. “Our field
has the potential in the next 100 years to
become as important as electronics is
now. To make this happen, optics has to
access the best minds of humanity, not
just those in developed nations. It’s in
the enlightened self-interest of the field

to reach out to those in developing
countries, underrepresented populations
and students in kindergarten through
12th grade.”

Five families made initial contribu-
tions to the Foundation fund. Other
donations have been made this year.
Already more than $50,000 has been set
aside to fund activities that fall within key
areas identified by the Foundation board,
including:

• International Student Travel Grants
Provide travel and registration
stipends to students who are first
authors of posters or papers at OSA-
sponsored conferences. Special prefer-
ence will be given to students from
developing countries.

• K-12 Science Education Activity
Grants for Local Sections
Offer support for local section out-
reach activities for kindergarten
through 12th-grade students and their
teachers during the 2003-4 school year.

• Student Chapter Leadership
Recognition Awards
Recognize OSA student chapter lead-
ers and faculty advisors through a spe-
cial acknowledgment and a free OSA
membership. The award recognizes
service to the Society, universities, stu-
dents and the field of optics. Currently
there are 41 OSA student chapters.

• Student Professional 
Development Program
Offers professional development lec-
tures to students as part of the
expanded student activities at the
Conference on Lasers and Electro-
Optics (CLEO). Lectures will include
topics such as life after graduation, how
to present a technical paper, how to
write a resume and networking skills.

• OpticsForKids Translation
Expands OSA’s reach to children
around the world through the transla-
tion of the OpticsForKids Web site
into multiple languages. Since January
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2003, nearly 26,000 visitors have
spent time viewing the site; about 
a quarter of the visitors were from
outside the U.S.

• Teacher Resource Pack Grants
Give teachers optics and photonics
resources that can be used in the class-
room, including the Optics Discovery
Kit and the Laser Technology video.
Teachers will be able to apply during
the 2003-4 school year.

The Foundation board solicited ideas
from many people before choosing to
invest in these programs. Conversations
began at the OSA Leadership Confer-
ence in February and OSA committees
and councils have suggested areas that
could most benefit from additional fund-
ing. Twelve ideas were submitted and
voted on. The six programs described
above were those that received full 
board support.

“The establishment of the OSA
Foundation has been an important part
of my presidency,” OSA President G.
Michael Morris said. “Its mission and ini-
tiatives reflect the things I enjoy most
about OSA—the altruism and dedication
to supporting the next generation of sci-
entists that I see in all of its members.”

The Foundation’s board encourages
the optics community to participate in
this effort, not only monetarily but also
by submitting proposals for funding con-
sideration.

“We really want the optics commu-
nity to view this as their Foundation,”
Bjorklund said. “The whole idea is that 
it will further the needs and interests of
the field and serve the global scientific
community.”

Giving back to the field is not a new
activity for the Society or its members.
For example, the OSA New Focus
Student Awards were created in 1997
with the support of Milton Chang and
New Focus to encourage research excel-
lence, presentation skills and leadership
in the optics community among OSA
student members. The OSA
Foundation helps to encourage the giv-
ing process for activities like this, high-
lighting the organization's
commitment to its philanthropic work
and helping increase the resources
available for such initiatives.

“We felt there was a real need to pro-
vide an official vehicle for our charitable
activities,” Elizabeth Rogan, OSA’s execu-
tive director, said. “Our members are the
driving forces behind everything we do.
They are extremely giving—of their time,
their knowledge and their resources—
and we wanted to provide an outlet that
emphasizes and really calls out that side
of OSA.”

Stephen Fantone, the Foundation’s
treasurer, agreed. “People are becoming
increasingly aware of Foundation activi-
ties and are volunteering their resources,”
he said. “The Foundation will provide
strategic guidance and financial support
to new initiatives and programs for the
Society and will partner with OSA to
continue to maintain its position as the
leading society for optics and photonics
as it reaches its 100th year in existence.”

Initial donations came from families
with strong ties to the optics community:
Donald and Carol Scifres; Joseph and
Hon Mai Goodman; the Sawchuk 
Family Foundation; Gary and Carolyn
Bjorklund; and the Welch Family Fund.

“I encourage everyone in this field to
consider participating in the Foundation,
either by submitting program proposals,
taking part in volunteer activities or mak-
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There are several ways to contribute to the OSA Foundation.

•The Annual Fund accepts contributions throughout the year from both 
individual and corporate donors. These gifts help to directly support
Foundation-sponsored programs.

•Consider the Foundation when making estate or planned giving 
arrangements. Gifts of any size are welcome and may take the form of 
non-cash assets such as stocks or securities.

•Gifts may be made in memory of loved ones. This is an important way OSA
members, friends and family honor those in the scientific community who
have died. 

•Award endowments support scientific achievement on an ongoing basis. 
An OSA award can be created and permanently endowed with a one-time 
minimum gift of $37,500.

To ensure that donated funds will be used to directly support programs, the OSA
parent organization underwrites nearly all the Foundation’s administrative and
associated expenses. For more information about the OSA Foundation and its
programs, please log on to www.osa.org/foundation, call 202.416.1966 or 
e-mail foundation@osa.org.

The OSA Foundation is exempt from federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code and is a public charity. Gifts to the OSA Foundation are
income tax deductible.
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ing a donation,” Bjorklund said. “For me,
becoming involved [with the Foundation]
was an instinctive decision. I think that
over the course of my career, OSA has
afforded me as much of an opportunity
for personal growth as my alma maters,
MIT and Stanford. The Society gives to
us in every stage of our careers. It's natu-
ral to give back.”

Colleen Morrison (cmorri@osa.org) is OSA’s media
relations manager.
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