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W. Lewis Hyde
1919-2003

Former OSA president W. Lewis
(“Lem”) Hyde, a noted physicist and

the provost of the University Heights
campus of New York University (NYU)
during the Vietnam War, died January 9,
in Cambridge, Mass. He was 83 years
old. The apparent cause of death was a
heart attack.

Hyde graduated from Harvard
College in 1941 and served as a research
physicist at Polaroid Corp. during World
War II. He received his doctoral degree
in physics from
Harvard in 1949. His
specialty was optical
physics, in particular
the design of optical
instruments.

In 1948, he
became assistant
director of research
at Baird Associates,
an instrument and
consulting firm in
Cambridge. In early
1950, he became a
scientific liaison offi-
cer for the U.S. Office
of Naval Research in
London. He returned
to the United States
in 1953 to join
American Optical
Co. in Southbridge,
Mass., and later became the director of
development of its Fecker Optical
Division, a manufacturer of large optical
instruments, in Pittsburgh, Pa.

He held numerous patents for a range
of optical instruments, including the
apparatus now commonly used to test
for glaucoma by measuring the intraocu-
lar pressure of the eye.

In the 1960s, he turned from indus-
trial science to teaching and research,
serving as a professor in the Institute of
Optics at the University of Rochester, as
associate dean of the College of
Engineering and Applied Science of the
University and, beginning in 1965, as
director of the Institute of Optics.

Hyde’s tenure as director of the
Institute of Optics was particularly 

significant, wrote the
late Hilda Kingslake in
her History of the
Institute of Optics, 1929-
1987. “The university
community began to
hear of the Institute as
never before. Hyde’s
own professional inter-
est was in high-preci-
sion instrument design,
an interest not repre-
sented on the faculty
since the time of Gustave Fassin in the
early days of the Institute. Hyde gave a
very popular course with a great array of

specimens for dis-
cussion.” In 1966,
Hyde organized the
first International
Lens Design Contest,
a competition that is
still being held today.

He left Rochester
in 1968 to become
provost of the
University Heights
Campus of New York
University in the
Bronx. There, he
dealt with turbulent
student opposition
to the Vietnam War
and the presence of
the ROTC on cam-
pus, as well as the

financial problems 
of a campus in 

a changing neighborhood. In 1972,
NYU sold the campus to New York 
City, which made it the site of Bronx
Community College.

In 1972, Hyde became the executive
director of the Connecticut Conference
of Independent Colleges. He retired 
in 1979.

— W. Lewis Hyde, Jr.
Thomas Professor of English

Kenyon College, Ohio

Each December, Optics & Photonics News publishes
information about OSA members who have died during
the course of the year. To ensure that our memorial
information is as comprehensive as possible, we need
your help. Please write us at opn@osa.org should you
learn of the death of a friend or colleague active in
optics so that we may recognize them in the pages of
OPN. Please include a phone number where you may
be reached.

IN MEMORY

W. Lewis Hyde

Dean Hodges
1944-2003

Optics industry busi-
ness leader Dean

Hodges, a pioneer of laser
research, died April 13 of
natural causes at the age of
59. Born in Bremerton,
Wash., Hodges received his
doctoral degree in applied
physics from Cornell

University in 1971. His well-published
early research helped pave the way for the
use of rare-gas ion and metal vapor lasers.

After Cornell, Hodges accepted a
research position at Aerospace Corp., Los
Angeles, where his work focused on opti-
cally pumped submillimeter lasers. He
left Aerospace for a project management
position at Spectra Physics in 1980,
remaining there until being recruited by
Newport Corp. in late 1984. During his
years at Newport, Hodges was instru-
mental in the company’s growth and
development as the premiere supplier of
equipment for the laser and electro-opti-
cal research community. He was execu-
tive vice president of Newport when he
left in 1993. He next served as a vice pres-
ident in the Micro Laser Group at Laser
Power Optics and in the Laser Group at
Melles Griot. Most recently, he worked as
a business consultant.

Hodges’ industry affiliations over the
years included OSA, SPIE, LEOMA and
IEEE/LEOS. He took great pride in men-
toring younger colleagues, many of
whom are now senior managers through-
out the laser industry. Beyond his profes-
sional dedication was a passion for the
outdoors. He loved fishing as well as ski-
ing. He was also an avid fan of the local
hockey and basketball teams.

An education fund for his surviving
daughter has been established in his mem-
ory. Donations may be made to: Hodges
Education Fund, c/o Sam Edwards,
Attorney at Law, 227 North El Camino
Real, Suite 105, Encinitas, Calif. 92024.

— Gary Spiegel
Vice President, Newport Corp.
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