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2002 Optics in the
Southeast Meeting

Biomedical optics, imaging systems,
and sensors are among the topics that

will be covered at this year’s Optics in the
Southeast. The meeting will be held Octo-
ber 24-25, 2002, at the Huntsville Marriott
in Huntsville, Alabama.

The University of Alabama at Hunts-
ville is hosting the event, which will show-
case optics research programs and projects
presented by a number of universities,
companies, laboratories, and organiza-
tions. The meeting will feature oral pre-
sentations and a poster session, as well as
an opportunity for participants to show-
case their companies with tabletop ex-
hibits. A special session will cover educa-
tion, university programs, research cen-

ters, industry, government, and economic
development in the region.

Optics in the Southeast is supported by
OSA and organized by OSA local sections,
including: the Huntsville Electro-Optic So-
ciety; the Central Florida Section of OSA;
the Emerald Coast Optical Society; and the
Charlotte Optical Society. This year’s con-
ference co-chairs are Terrill Mayes of the
University of North Carolina at Charlotte
and John Dimmock and Greg Nordin of
the University of Alabama at Huntsville.
Visit www.osa.org/opticssoutheast for in-
formation on conference registration, ex-
hibit space, lodging, and travel.

F. Dow Smith 
1921-2002

Former OSA President 
and Treasurer 

Former OSA President F. Dow Smith
died at his home in Rumney, New

Hampshire, on May 22, 2002, from com-
plications of a stroke. He was 81 years old.
Smith played a key role in OSA’s history
and served the Society and the optics com-
munity with tremendous dedication. Dur-
ing his long and distinguished career,
Smith worked for many years on Cold War
secret defense activities for the Central In-
telligence Agency.

Born January 2, 1921, in Manitoba,
Canada, Smith grew up in Toronto. Dur-
ing World War II, he served six years as an
airplane mechanic in the Royal Canadian

Air Force. After the war, he entered
Queen’s University in Ontario, where he
earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees
in physics. He went on to earn a Ph.D in
optics at the University of Rochester’s In-
stitute of Optics in New York.

As a doctoral student, Smith conducted
research on thin films at the Bausch &
Lomb Optical Company. His work there,
as well as at the Institute of Optics, was
primarily in the field of physical optics.
Smith also nurtured a passion for geomet-
rical optics and lens design. He capitalized
on this interest when, in 1951, he joined
the Physics Department at Boston Univer-
sity and worked on developing lenses for
aerial reconnaissance photography.

In 1958, he joined the newly formed
Itek Corporation, where he helped super-
vise the design of the camera system for
the top-secret Corona program that cul-
minated in the production of America’s
first spy satellite. In 1960, the satellite was
used to gather images of the Soviet Union
to determine its level of missile defense
preparedness. The satellite’s findings
helped alleviate U.S. fears of being at a
“missile gap” disadvantage to the Soviets.
Two decades would pass before the Amer-
ican public would be made aware of the
extraordinary achievements of aerial and
satellite reconnaissance during the period.

Smith served as president of the New
England College of Optometry from 1979
until he retired in 1986. After leaving that
post, he remained active as a consultant in
optical physics.

Smith, known as “Dow” to his many
friends, was the recipient of numerous dis-
tinguished awards and honors. He re-
ceived the George W. Goddard Award in
1980 for exceptional work in the field of
photo-optical instrumental technology. In
1985, he was designated a Space Pioneer
by the U.S. government. He received OSA’s
Distinguished Service Award in 1994.

He became a Fellow of OSA in 1961,
and served as director at large from 1965
to 1968. He was chairman of the Technical
Council from 1970 to 1972, and he served
as OSA’s president in 1974. He was the So-
ciety’s treasurer from 1980 to 1992. Joseph
Eberly, a former member of the Finance
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NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center in Hunts-
ville, Alabama, is among the leaders of the space
transportation revolution.
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Committee, remembers Smith as being in-
strumental in securing regular profession-
al investment advice for the Society. Many
of Smith’s friends and colleagues have re-
called his warm and generous nature,
broad knowledge of optics, and dedication
to OSA and the optics community. “Dow
exemplified volunteer leadership at its
best,” said Jennifer Horton, a former OSA
director of administration.

Smith is survived by his wife, Margaret;
three sons, Eric, Douglas, and Murray; two
sisters; and four grandchildren. Smith’s
daughter, Linda, died in 2001.

Optics Letters
Alumni Reunion

Has your name ever appeared in the
masthead of Optics Letters? In cele-

bration of OL’s 25th Anniversary, there
will be a special reception for all current
and former OL editors at the 2002 Annual
Meeting in Orlando, Florida. The recep-
tion is scheduled for the evening of Octo-
ber 1. Reunite with your OL editorial col-
leagues and reminisce about your experi-
ences with OSA's prestigious letters publi-
cation! 

Details about the reception have been
sent by e-mail to all former and current
editors. If you have not received an e-mail
about this meeting, please contact Joe
Richardson of the OSA Publications De-
partment at jricha@osa.org.

2002 OSA  Annual
Meeting Preview

The 2002 OSA Annual Meeting will be
held in Orlando, Florida, September

29 to October 3, in conjunction with the
American Physical Society Laser Science
(APS/LS) Division XVIII conference.

This year’s theme, “Optics—Visionary
Technology,” will showcase the diversity
and growth of the field. The theme will
bring together the contributions of six
OSA Science and Engineering Council di-
visions: information processing; optical
sciences; optical technology; optics in biol-
ogy and medicine; photonics; and quan-
tum electronics.

Tutorials will be offered in subjects
ranging from imaging to laser science. A
full day of short courses will also be held.
Special seminars for students will focus
on life after graduation, career building,
and how to find the best jobs in optics in
a recovering economy.

In conjunction with the meeting, OSA
is hosting the 17th Annual Educator’s
Day. The event, aimed at primary and
secondary level science teachers, will fea-
ture lectures and experiments that teach-
ers can replicate in their classrooms.

More  highlights
• A Sunday night symposium featuring

discussions of the International Space
Station as well as of optical technology

in Renaissance art. NASA’s Joseph De-
lai will offer an insider’s view of the
growing space station. Then, the Uni-
versity of Arizona’s Charles Falco will
describe how he investigated David
Hockney’s theory that optical aids
were used in Renaissance art. (An arti-
cle by Falco and Hockney on the topic
appeared in the July 2000 issue of Op-
tics & Photonics News.)

• The OSA/LS Joint Plenary Session 
offers a look at the ways optics is 
evolving. Presentations include: T. W.
Hänsch’s “Counting the Frequency of
Light;”Frank Biocca’s “All Information,
All the Time: Tailoring a High-Band-
width, Information Space for Mobile,
Augmented-Reality Interfaces;”and Ed
A. Hinds’“Dancing with Atoms.”

• Women in OSA (WOSA) is hosting a
talk by Ellen Ochoa, an astronaut
since 1991. Ochoa’s technical assign-
ments have included crew representa-
tive for flight software and computer
hardware development; crew repre-
sentative for robotics development;
and assistant for space station to the
chief of the astronaut office.

• A 2002 OSA/APS awards ceremony,
featuring speeches by the winners of
the Arthur L. Schawlow Prize and the
Ives Medal Award.

• A tour of the University of Central
Florida’s School of Optics/CREOL.
The School of Optics is a graduate
school and research center offering in-
terdisciplinary education leading to
master’s degrees and doctoral degrees
in optics. CREOL’s director will give a
30-minute presentation followed by
guided tours of the school.

F. Dow Smith (left) with W. Lewis Hyde (right), who served as OSA president in 1970.
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Mark Your Calendars!

Optical Amplifiers and Their 
Applications Topical Meeting

July 6-9, 2003, Otaru, Japan.

Bragg Gratings, Photosensitivity
and Poling in Glass Waveguides

Topical Meeting and 
Tabletop Exhibit

September 1-3, 2003
Monterey, California.


