
their classrooms. Look also
for the Forum on Education,
a full-day event devoted to
discussions of optics educa-
tion issues. These special
events enable us to reach out
to the community of educa-
tors that inspire future scien-
tists. We must do all we can
to support their efforts! 

All attendees are encour-
aged to participate in a tour

of the University of Central Florida’s School
of Optics/CREOL. This program is one of
only three self-contained, stand-alone opti-
cal science centers with academic programs
leading to the doctoral degrees (in optics)
in the U.S. today. I think you will find it in-
teresting to compare and contrast its daily
operations to those of your own institution.
The OSA Annual Meetings for 2003 and
2004 will convene at the country’s other
two optical science centers, the University
of Arizona and the University of Rochester,
respectively.

The OSA business meeting also takes
place during the annual meeting. Everyone
is invited to hear a comprehensive report of
the Society’s current state of affairs and vi-
sion for the future. We will also be an-
nouncing the results of the 2002 Board
elections. As a reminder, there is still time to
cast your important vote and make your
voice heard. Information is available at
www.osa.org.

If you have not yet made plans to attend
the annual meeting, I certainly hope you
will do so in the next few days. No other
event will give you better exposure to the
impressive range of disciplines and interests
our members bring to the Society. Our di-
versity is our strength, both for the long-
term health of OSA and for the global com-
munities that depend on the innovations of
our members.

In closing, I’ll quote Isaac Asimov:
“There is a single light of science, and to
brighten it anywhere is to brighten it every-
where.” See you in Orlando!

For more information about the annual
meeting, visit www.osa.org/annual.

This month, I’d like to pres-
ent an overview of the

OSA Annual Meeting, which
will be held in Orlando, Flori-
da, September 29 through Oc-
tober 3. This meeting is truly
unique in that it represents a
“coming together” of the en-
tire OSA community. A
breadth of technical topics,
high-powered plenary speak-
ers, short courses, and special
events, along with the meeting’s co-location
with the American Physical Society’s Laser
Science XVIII Conference, will all con-
tribute to making this year’s annual meet-
ing an exciting event.

Attendees can expect to be very busy, as
a quick glance at the program highlights
will show. In a Sunday evening symposium,
NASA’s Joseph Delai will give an insider’s
view of the International Space Station.
Next, University of Arizona Professor
Charles Falco will describe how he verified
artist David Hockney’s theory that some of
the Old Masters relied on optical aids.

This year’s plenary session features out-
standing speakers. A total of 123 posters
will be presented by members of OSA and
the APS/DLS. I encourage all of you to at-
tend as many of these poster sessions as
you can: they offer an effective way to com-
municate new research findings and pro-
vide an opportunity for interaction with
colleagues.

The annual meeting is a perfect forum
in which to bestow Society awards and
honors. OSA and the APS/DLS recognize
outstanding achievers during the awards
ceremony, which features the Schawlow
Prize and the Ives Medal Address.

The meeting also provides student at-
tendees the opportunity to present a tech-
nical paper. For some, this marks their first
“public” presentation, an important mile-
stone in every aspiring scientist’s career. It
hardly seems possible that 21 years ago, I
presented my first paper as a brand new
Ph.D. at an OSA Annual Meeting! OSA also
provides its student members with pro-
grams on career planning. Two sessions—
“Jobs in Optics: The Road to Recovery” and
“Life After Graduation: Where Are They
Now?”—are sure to give our students in-
valuable guidance as they move into the
next phase of their professional life.

I am also excited about Educator’s Day,
which provides primary and secondary
school science teachers with information
and experiments that can be replicated in
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