
U.S. closer to international optics standards 
with implementation of 1982 policy 

A bout a year ago, we noted here 
that the U.S. would soon have de 

facto international optical standards. 
This eventuality is now one step fur
ther along thanks to the U.S. Army 
Material Command's efforts to imple
ment a 1982 Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) circular. 

"Federal Participation in the Devel
opment and Use of Voluntary Stan
dards" (Circular A-199) sets forth 
"the policy of the Federal Govern
ment in its procurement and regula
tory activities to rely on voluntary 
standards, both domestic and interna
tional, whenever feasible and consis
tent with the law and regulation pur
suant to law." The circular goes on to 
say that voluntary standards should 
be given preference over government 
standards, unless the use of such vol
untary standards would adversely af
fect performance or cost, reduce com
petition, or have other significant dis
advantages. 

Moving to execute this policy, the 
American National Standards Insti
tute (ANSI) and the Department of 
Defense are co-sponsoring a confer
ence to be held Nov. 14-16 in Wi l 
l iamsburg, Va . Detai ls about the 
agenda are available from Joseph 
Tretler, ANSI, 1430 Broadway, New 
York, N.Y. 10018; (212) 354-3300. 

In addition, the U.S. Army Materi
al Command has been in contact with 
the University of Rochester, the Cen
ter for Optics Manufacturing and the 
American Precision Optics Manufac
turers Association (APOMA) for their 
input in the specific area of optical 
standards. The OSA Standards Com
mittee has also been informed of the 
Army's interest in studying the impact 
and method of implementing a 
change from the optical M I L specs to 
voluntary standards. 

Since the U.S. does not have many 
voluntary opt ical standards, this 
would most likely mean adopting the 
International Standards Organization 
(ISO) optical standards being pre
pared in Technical Committee (TC) 
172-Optics and Optical Instruments. 
Draft copies of the fundamental opti
cal standards under preparation (in
cluding optical drawing standards) 
are available from the O S A . A lso 

available is a report prepared for the 
OSA Engineering Council on the his
tory and present status of optical 
standards, both domestic and interna
tional. Please contact Evelyn Roberts, 
Technical Activities Manager, OSA, 
1816 Jefferson PL, N.W., Washing
ton, D.C. 20036; (202) 223-8130. 

—Robert E. Parks 
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