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SA’s annual induction of new Fellows provides a wonderful opportunity for us 
to acknowledge outstanding members for their service to the optics community. 

I would like to offer my congratulations to the 58 OSA members who were elevated to the 
rank of fellow by the Board of Directors at its October 2006 meeting.  

A complete list of the 2007 OSA Fellows can be found on p. 38. This distinguished group 
will be recognized at meetings throughout the year. Fellowship is an honor bestowed each 
year on a select group of OSA members who have made significant scientific and technical 
contributions in the field of optics. Any regular OSA member who has served with distinc-
tion in the advancement of optics is eligible to be considered for Fellowship. 

Each year, the Fellows and Honorary Members Committee recommends candidates to the 
Board of Directors, based on nominations from current Fellows. The participation of current 
Fellows in identifying worthy nominees is critical to the process.

International representation of our Fellows is nearly 40 percent, which is roughly equal to 
the percentage of OSA’s overall members who are from countries outside the United States. I 
encourage all of you, and particularly our international members, to be proactive in nomi-
nating your colleagues for Fellowship. 

The next deadline for nominations is June 15, 2007. You may obtain more information 
by contacting the OSA Awards Office at awards@osa.org or 202.416.1960. Please join me in 
congratulating the 2007 Fellows on this important achievement!

I’d also like to remind OPN’s readers about the upcoming Optical Fiber Conference and 
Exposition and the National Fiber Optic Engineers Conference (OFC/NFOEC). Now in its 
third year, OFC/NFOEC is the premier international event for the optical communications 
industry. It reaches every audience, from service providers to optical equipment manufactur-
ers and beyond. 

This year’s conference, to be held from March 25-29 in Anaheim, Calif., spans the global 
field in optical communications and touches on technologies from research developments to 
new product roll-outs and applications. 

The plenary session features three prominent experts in the fiber optic industry. Nicholas 
Negroponte, of the Media Lab at MIT and the non-profit organization One Laptop Per 
Child, will address successes in the global optical communications industry and places where 
growth and improvement are needed.  

Mark Wegleitner, Verizon’s senior vice president and chief technology officer, will speak  
to one of the largest-scale initiatives in fiber in the United States—Verizon’s roll-out of its 
FiOS program.  

Finally, Chongcheng Fan, vice director of the Professional Group of Optical Communica-
tion, Chinese Institute of Communications and retired professor from Tsinghua University 
in Beijing, will offer his valuable firsthand insights into the trends and activities of the boom-
ing telecommunications industry in China. 

In addition to the opportunity to hear these industry luminaries, OFC/NFOEC offers 
an exposition of more than 600 companies, a unique program of peer-reviewed technical 
programming and special focused educational sessions. I hope you will be able to attend.

— Joseph Eberly
OSA President
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