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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE | LETTER

O SA is a multifaceted organization that coordinates many programs and events 
you may not know about. It’s easy to focus on just those activities that are most 
relevant or interesting to you, but OSA offers so much more. The Society’s output 

is remarkably diversified. In addition to publications, conventions, topical meetings and 
membership, the Society also runs a charitable foundation (www.osa.org/foundation)  
and provides valuable resources such as career services and learning materials for students 
from grade school through graduate school (check out www.osa.org/employ and  
www.osa.org/education, respectively). 

These projects are not static. Volunteers and staff continuously focus on improving the 
quality of products and the effectiveness of operations. As an example, I’d like to highlight 
just a few of the many advancements that our publications group has recently made. 

In January 2006, OSA launched the Virtual Journal of Biomedical Optics (VJOB). This 
monthly, online-only publication includes content recently published in OSA’s peer-reviewed 
journals on the topic of biomedical optics. Articles are selected on the basis of relevancy 
using OCIS codes and abstract keywords. 

With only a few issues in its archive, this publication has already become extremely 
popular and has received high marks from our members. The editor is Dr. Gregory W. Faris 
from SRI International, who I recently saw at OSA’s very successful topical meeting on 
biomedical optics in Fort Lauderdale (www.osa.org/meetings/topicals/biomed). 

VJOB articles are organized by topic category in a “virtual table of contents,” with links 
to the source journal. Full text access requires a subscription to the source journal, with 
the exception of Optics Express content, which is accessible free of charge. Articles are also 
classified by secondary categories, allowing readers to see all papers related to a topic as well 
as those extending beyond the primary focus of each paper.  

The journal’s scope will soon grow to include articles from other publications as well as 
editorials, meeting announcements, tutorials and reviews. VJOB is accessible through the 
“publications” section of OSA.org. You’ll be hearing more about the VJOB in an upcoming 
issue of OPN. 

In support of our efforts to make new content quickly and easily available, OSA now 
provides an early posting feature for Applied Optics, JOSA A & B and Optics Letters. This 
means that when a paper is cleared for production, the unedited manuscript file is posted 
online, enabling access prior to final publication. Early postings are replaced by the final 
version once it is published. 

When OSA launched the open-access, online journal Optics Express in July 1997, it was 
considered a pioneering effort. It turned out to be an amazing success, and funding agencies 
and authors are now enormously interested in the concept of open access. In response to this 
growth in demand, beginning in May of 2006, OSA will provide authors of any of OSA’s 
journals the option to pay a one-time fee so that their articles will be freely available to read-
ers. Open-access articles will be identified in the table of contents for each online journal and 
in the Optics InfoBase—OSA’s Web archive (www.opticsinfobase.org).

There are many more exciting developments happening throughout the organization. I 
urge you to keep pace with OSA’s progress by reading the monthly member e-newsletter, 
continuing to read OPN, and volunteering your time and talents in support of one or more 
OSA activities!

— Eric Van Stryland
OSA President


