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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE | LETTER

ow! It’s already 2006, and my two years of training to become president are over. 
It’s crunch time. But what a fine finish to 2005: Three OSA Fellows became 

Nobel laureates and participated in our Frontiers in Optics (FiO) meeting in Tucson. The 
clairvoyance of OSA was impressive, since Theodor W. Hänsch was already scheduled to 
give the Ives Medal Address. The plenary session was fantastic; with Hänsch, Roy J. Glauber 
and John (Jan) L. Hall on stage with my predecessor Susan Houde-Walter, asking them 
questions and getting truly delightful answers. Later in the week another Nobel laureate, 
Nicolaas Bloembergen, was honored with a symposium in tribute to him; his presentation 
was another high point of the conference. 

While this year was exceptional, our annual meeting always feels like a homecoming. It 
includes OSA technical division programming, special symposia, a student chapter leadership 
forum, poster sessions, an exhibit hall and a career center. It is also the time when most OSA 
committees and councils hold governance meetings. Special events adding to the breadth 
of FiO’s programming and audience reach include the Forum on Education and Educators’ 
Day, which provide optics classroom teaching resources for grade school and high school 
teachers, as well as the Women in OSA (WOSA) panel discussion. 

All the attendees gather for the plenary session and evening receptions to network and 
have a good time. FiO ’05 was well attended and received much praise from both its at-
tendees and exhibitors. I look forward to working with everyone to build on this success in 
Rochester next October 8-12, and support our very special organization on the occasion of 
its 90th annual meeting! 

The quality of all of our meetings and publications is outstanding, but we must be 
prepared to adjust their operations to changing times and member needs. Keeping our 
meetings vibrant and affordable is a priority, as is the transition to an open access publishing 
environment.  

As we prepare for the opportunities and challenges that lay ahead, I believe OSA will 
thrive and grow as it continues to give top priority to the diversity of its membership and sci-
entific content while maintaining the very highest standards of quality. This is OSA’s legacy, 
and it is the platform for our future success. Increasing the participation of budding optical 
scientists and engineers from around the globe is one of the best ways to infuse vitality and 
enthusiasm in our organization. Establishing and supporting an international network of 
OSA student chapters is an important way to achieve this goal. Strongly encouraging diversi-
ty in our governing bodies is another essential element. I will work to continue to strengthen 
all of these areas in the coming months.

I look forward to working for you and with you, and I would like to encourage everyone 
to be involved in the Society’s activities by sharing your thoughts and recommendations 
with OSA’s leadership throughout the year. You can reach us at osaofficers@osa.org. And let 
me take this opportunity to thank our outgoing president for an outstanding year. Her hard 
work and dedication to OSA have been an inspiration to all of us. OSA and its membership 
have incredibly talented people, and the more everyone contributes, the better our organiza-
tion becomes.

Cheers,

Eric Van Stryland
OSA President
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